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This collection of case studies is a powerful example of how to look at money and wealth through the
important context of biblical wisdom and guidance. These real-world examples reflect how to steward
what opportunities God sees fit to give us and how we should concern ourselves not with money, but
how we represent God’s Kingdom in our daily work and our personal lives.
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Case Studies

In
Book Case Study Name Suggested Lesson
T A Handful of RICE...covivveiieeiieiiieseeerteeseeeeesreee e ssaeenes Lesson 1, EXErcise 9 .....uevvveevveeenveennen.
Putting God in Charge ........ccccceueeiiiiiiiiiiiciiiicicne, Lesson 2, EXercise 9 ........ccceevvveueueee.
Debt Repayment ........c.ccceveeeennnineencneniniereeceneenenee Lesson 3, EXercise 9......cccceevveeenveenns
A STEWATA covvoeieeeiieieieteeteeecere et et ste st e et esassssessaesssesnes Lesson 5, EXercise 4 .......cccoeveeeeveeenns
Trusting God to Provide.........ccceeveveverenenencnenenenccecenenene Lesson 6, EXErcise 9 ...eeeeeeeeveeeennne
Choosing a Lifestyle Cap......cccccceeeerereeerreeererinieireneneenes Lesson 7, EXercise 9 .......cccccvevveveueee
Joni EarecksSon Tada.....ccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaes Lesson 8, EXErcise 9 ..ueeeeeeveeeeeennnne
GOd’s PIan & OUTS .....ccueveerreirireeirieenieeieeesieesseessesenens Lesson 9, EXercise 9 .......cocecevevveeennen
In the Background..........cccceeeeveeeeceeeencneneeeiennieeeeenes Lesson 10, Exercise 9........cceueveueeee.
Contentment & God’s Heart........cocccevvecenevenenreenieereeienens Lesson 11, Exercise 9.......cccceevveuenee.
RedireCted.......ccvveivirenirieinieeieetrieese ettt Lesson 12, Exercise 9.......cccceevveuennee
Housing Bubble Collapse........c.cccovrueverereninirnereerenenennenen Lesson 13, EXercise 9.......c.coeveueueeee.
GO LeadS ...coveueeeieiieirieenieeteetsieeseeeteie e Lesson 14, Exercise 9 ........cccevveuenee.
SeeKiNG GOd .....covevvreevereiininiiicettrreeeee e Lesson 15, Exercise 1 .......cccoeueuueeee.
Rehoboam & Wise Counsel.........coceceeveeneeeninieenincninnenns Lesson 15, EXercise 2 .......cccccceveuenee.
Redirection/Difficulties........cccceverveeveereerreenenreenieeeierenens Lesson 15, Exercise 3.......cccocevvennne.
Temporal or Eternal Wealth ........c.cccvveiivnninnccncnnnnns Lesson 15, EXercise 4 ........ccvueuennee.
Mission Work & the Dollar’s Power..........cccccceceeverienennene Lesson 16, Exercise 9 ......cccceceeueenenee.
Faith INVESTOIS. .eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeteeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeseeseseeeereeesseesnes Lesson 17, EXerciSe 9 .....oovvuveveevvennne
Surprised by Wealth — and Its Potential for Good......... Lesson 18, EXercise 9 .....ccoceeeeeeenee
Partnering with God.........ccccceevvreeennnnncccereeeenes Lesson 20, Exercise 9.......c.cceueuueeee.
Examples from the Bible.........cccccovrreivennneeecrininee Lesson 20, Exercise 9.......c.coeueuuenee.

Case studies with the ((€]) are those that are also contained in the course materials.
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®| Case Study: A Handful of Rice

This case study comes from Generous Giving. Generous Giving is a nonprofit that helps people on their
journey in biblical generosity. They have been kind enough to grant us permission to share a synopsis of
some of the modern-day true stories of people living out godly stewardship that they offer in video form on
their website.

How could a state in India that has been called the “most backward state in India” and the “poorest of
the poor" possibly give to advance God's Kingdom? Mizoram Christians (in northeastern India) have
every excuse not to give, yet their giving is astonishing.

Back in 1910, the church realized they needed “Bible women" to spread the gospel. They started a
Handful of Rice (“Buhfai Tham") ministry to support these women. The Handful of Rice ministry was
simple: every time those participating cook a meal, they set aside a handful of rice to bring to the
church. The church then sold the rice to get income for ministry.

More than 100 years later, the Handful of Rice ministry has grown, and giving has expanded even
beyond a handful of rice. In 2009-2010, the equivalent of 1.5 million dollars was given through the
Handful of Rice ministry, and 13 million dollars altogether. This poor state is able to support their own
ministry and other gospel ministries.

The Mizorams' giving attitude reminds us that we can all experience the joy of giving, no matter what
our financial situation. One woman only makes the equivalent of less than a dollar a day, yet she is part
of giving through a simple handful of rice. Giving has become a habit that does not depend on wealth. It
is one you can start now and build on as you grow.

“As long as we have something to eat every day, we have something to give God everyday.”
— Rev. Zosangliana Colney, Executive Secretary, Mizoram Presbyterian Church

“There have been times when some churches have thought that we need to get blessings from God ...
and the attitude has been what can we get when we become part of the church. But here, the Handful
of Rice offering inspires us that God has called us to share what we have with God, for God's ministry."
— Rev. Dr. Roger Gaikwad, Principal, Aizawl Theological College

From Mizoram Women:
‘| give because | believe it is a way of showing my gratitude to the Lord.”
“Whenever | do this, | believe that | cook a meal for the Lord as well."

This write-up is based on a video from Generous Giving. Used by permission of Generous Giving; all rights reserved.
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Case Study: A Handful of Rice

1.

How does the “Handful of Rice” story challenge the thinking that giving a little bit does not make a
difference?

If the Mizoram people did not set aside rice at each meal, considering their poverty, do you think they
would have had anything to bring to church on Sunday?

How does a steady plan like setting aside a handful of rice each meal help protect against using everything
you have yourself and not giving anything?

Contrast the difference between the Mizoram Christians’ attitudes and other attitudes you have seen
toward giving.

How could you implement a “handful of rice” concept — the idea of setting aside something for God
regularly — in your own life right now?
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Case Study: Putting God in Charge (Stanley Tam)

This case study is based (with permission) primarily on God Owns My Business.”

Stanley Tam grew up in the Great Depression. He started out on life without much — not even a college
education. He determined to make money, and he had a great idea: recycle the silver used in photograph
development. The idea sounded lucrative, yet it proved fraught with difficulties, and he struggled in the
early years to make ends meet.

At the same time, he had come to know Jesus and started watching God provide for him. He had been
convicted about his fear of telling others about Jesus and taken steps of obedience to start handing out
tracts and sharing his faith. One day, God convicted him about his business, asking him not just to pray for
help but to turn it over to Him. Stanley obeyed.

“Take my business, Lord, and if You will make it succeed, I'll honor You in every way | can. | promise.”
he prayed.®

That prayer later led to further decisions that seemed crazy — even to him. He later legally turned over
51% of his business to God, setting it up so 51% went into a nonprofit, where proceeds would go to
support missions and gospel work. Eventually, he officially turned the entire business over, taking only a
salary for himself.

God tremendously blessed his silver business, and later a plastic business that emerged from it. Millions
upon millions of dollars funneled around the world to support gospel work. Yet Stanley’s heart stayed free
from the love of money he had begun life with — he worked incredibly hard on his business, but his work
now was for God's Kingdom, not his own.

Stanley did not only honor God with his money. He also honored Him in how he ran his business. His
insistence on doing the right thing in ways other businesses would not have worried about led to many
opportunities to share the gospel.® He fulfilled promises even when it cost him and he legally did not
have to."?

Stanley also honored God with how he conducted his business. He continued to step out of his comfort
zone, speaking of his Savior and making time to evangelize both inside and outside the business. He
averaged winning three souls a day to Jesus.!* He included a tract with every order. He put “Christ Is the
Answer” on the side of the building. To this day, the business shares the gospel on their online About
page.'? Stanley discovered that sharing Jesus brings incredible satisfaction. He wrote, “I have only pity for
the Christians who have not allowed the Holy Spirit to lead them into the joy of harvest."* He considered
helping people come to know Jesus as “life’s greatest and most rewarding adventure"* — and believed it
was an adventure God designed for every believer.

When others asked him how they should give over their businesses, Stanley would tell them not just

to copy what he did, but rather obey what God is calling them to do.** God longs for each of us to live
wholeheartedly for God's Kingdom like Stanley did and to experience the joy of sharing Him, but we need
to seek God for the details of what He has planned for our lives.

Do not wait until you are older to seek God and decide to live for His Kingdom. Stanley started that
journey as a young man with a failing business. In an interview, he said, “The most important thing is to
make a decision when you do not have much."¢ He felt if he had waited until he had a lot, he would have
gotten credit for his success; as it was, he knew it was God who had built his business.

In 2023, Stanley went to be with his Lord and Savior at the ripe old age of 107.*” | am confident he does
not regret not having extra luxuries he could have used his business money to buy. Those things would
not have done him any good after the grave. Souls, unlike things, are eternal. Stanley will get to spend
eternity with many souls his life touched. | can not think of a greater blessing.
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Case Study: Putting God in Charge

1. much little Did Stanley make the decision to follow God financially when he had much or
little?

2. Share three ways Stanley kept his promise to honor the Lord in every way he could.

3. Stanley advised people to seek God, not just copy him. In your opinion, was this good or bad advice, and
why? Can you think of a Scripture that applies?

4. How did choosing to give God his business and take only a salary help Stanley avoid materialism?

5. Now in heaven, do you think Stanley regrets giving so much money away?

Consumer Math Case Studies Putting God in Charge - 7



Case Study: Debt Repayment (Henry Heinz)

Paying back debt is not easy. This case study gives us an example of someone who showed
character by paying back what he owed even when it was not easy and when many would have
said it was not necessary.

Henry Heinz is known for Heinz ketchup. He was a brilliant, successful entrepreneur, but that does
not mean he did not face challenges.

Before he started with ketchup, he once faced bankruptcy after the economy crashed at the
same time as Heinz had already committed to buy farmers’ harvests to make the condiments he
was selling at the time. The harvest turned out to be extraordinarily bountiful that year, leaving
Heinz with a bunch of produce he had to pay for but did not need. He was eventually forced into
bankruptcy.

When a company declares bankruptcy, they do not legally have to make good on any of their debt.
It is all canceled.

But Heinz was a man of his word. He started a new company, began selling his legendary ketchup,
and eventually paid back all of his previous company’s debts too, even though he legally did not
have to.

A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and favor is better than silver or
gold (Proverbs 22:1).

Case Study: Debt Repayment

1. How does Heinz’s commitment to pay back his debts illustrate a biblical principle?

2. Look up Romans 13:7-10 in your Bible. How did Heinz demonstrate love/live out these verses?

3. How does Heinz’s story illustrate how easy it is to accidentally end up in debt?

4. If you had been Heinz, why might it have been tempting not to pay back the debt?
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Case Study: A Steward (S. Truett Cathy)

S. Truett Cathy started his entrepreneurial journey as an 8-year-old when he began selling Coke®
bottles to help his struggling family. Later, he started a restaurant, and then another. After a fire burnt
down one restaurant, he ended up developing his legendary chicken sandwich and opening the first
Chick-fil-A* in a mall. Cathy chose to keep his restaurants closed on Sunday, a decision that sounded
crazy to many (Sunday is a busy day for restaurants) but one he never regretted. His chain ended up
making more in 6 days than others did in 7. By the time of his death at 93, he was a billionaire.

Cathy's goal, though, was not financial wealth. While he enjoyed the extras of having money, he never
let it become what he lived for. He gave away a lot of what he owned. He started foster homes and
other ministries.

In the article “Chick-fil-A's Cathy Honored for Charity,” Cathy said, “Giving is one of the privileges we
have. The more | give, the more | have. Very few people recognize the pleasure of giving — especially
when you do not expect anything in return."®

The Chick-fil-A° corporate purpose is “To glorify God by being a faithful steward of all that is
entrusted to us and to have a positive influence on all who come in contact with Chick-fil-A°"*
Note the use of the word steward. Cathy saw himself as a steward, both of the talents God had
given him and of his wealth.

In his book Wealth: Is It Worth It?, Cathy shares stories of men whom wealth ruined, making the
case that wealth for wealth’s sake is not worth it. He talks about the need to “earn wealth honestly,
spend wealth wisely, save wealth reasonably, and share wealth generously."”® He includes stories of
others who saw wealth as a blessing because they chose to use it to bless others. He ends with this
statement: “It sounds so simple, but if we will count our blessings and remember the source of our
blessings — when we see wealth as a gift and we pledge to be faithful stewards of that gift — then
our wealth will indeed be worth it

Cathy'’s life serves as an example to be a faithful steward of whatever God entrusts to us.

Case Study: A Steward
1. What do you think of Cathy’s comment that giving is a privilege?

2. How did Cathy’s actions show that he saw himself as a steward?
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Case Study: Trusting God to Provide (George Miiller)

George Miiller lived in England in the 1800s. He is known for building orphanages there and

for the unusual way he funded those orphanages. You see, George did not believe in asking for
money. He felt God wanted him to simply pray and trust that God would provide what he and his
orphans needed.

George prayed, and God faithfully provided time after time. We will illustrate this with one true story.
One time, George had nothing to serve the orphans for breakfast. He told them to sit down anyway
and give thanks for breakfast. They did. There came a knock at the door. The baker had felt compelled
to wake up and make them bread. Then came another knock. The milkman’s cart had broken down
outside, and the milkman wondered if George would like the milk for his orphans before it went bad.
God had provided breakfast.

This may seem like an odd story to put here in a lesson on budgeting. George Miiller certainly did not
have a budget that included the expenses he faced or any savings. But the story provides a needed
balance when thinking about budgeting. While we can use budgets to help keep us from squandering
money, they should not keep us from stepping out in faith to do God's work here in the world. George
was not living without a budget so he could have the newest clothes or go on the fanciest trips. He was
living meal to meal to provide for orphans — people God commands us to care for.

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and
widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world (James 1:27).

As we align ourselves with God's work, giving our time and our finances to that, we will not lack in
what we need to carry out His calling. Do not be afraid to step out in faith to do God's work in the
world, trusting in His provision.

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all
things at all times, you may abound in every good work (2 Corinthians 9:8).

However, we need to make sure we are really following God and not just trying to get something that
He has not provided for. All too often, people ignore budgets to just live how they want to live. This is
really letting money and the things of this world enslave us.

Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has
said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5).

Where you are spending your money says a lot about what is truly important to you.
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Case Study: Trusting God to Provide

1. How does Miiller’s actions differ from someone who decides to take on credit card debt to buy the latest TV
because they want to enjoy a better-quality picture, saying they are just trusting the Lord to provide?

2. How does Miiller’s actions challenge you to trust the Lord to meet your needs, financial or otherwise?

3. Did Miiller’s actions show a love for money or a love for God? Explain your answer.
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® | Case Study: Choosing a Lifestyle Cap (the Baumers)

This write-up is based on a video from Generous Giving. Used by permission of Generous Giving; all
rights reserved.

Greg and Alison Baumer did not start as examples of godly stewardship. When Greg first went to an Ivy
League university, he and his wife thoroughly enjoyed spending money. They loved traveling, dining at
fancy restaurants, taking fancy vacations, and spending a thousand dollars each month eating out.

One day, however, Greg and a friend began studying what the Bible says about money. Seeing what
God said about money changed their lives.

The Baumers set a cap on the amount of money they would spend and save as a family — a cap
that allowed for a nice, but not extravagant, lifestyle?> — choosing to give extra as God blessed
them instead of allowing the extra money to make them want more and more. To keep themselves
accountable, they got a group of friends they call their “board of directors for life"* that holds them
accountable financially. The cap they set on how much they would keep for themselves helps keep
money's hold on them in check and frees them up to experience the incredible joy and spiritual
growth that comes as we give.

The family was tested on their commitment more than once when Greg earned significant unexpected
income, but they still embraced gratitude and contentment in obedient generosity. Greg's advice for
young people is to set financial caps while you are young, as “it is so hard to unwind a more complex
lifestyle later in life."*

Quotes from Greg Baumer:

“We ought to be generous, not because God needs our money.... He is going to accomplish His
purposes no matter what | do. Rather, generosity is better thought of as such a unique opportunity to
stand by God and participate in the fulfillment of His Kingdom.">

‘I now understand that the point of generosity is not so much the giving in and of itself ... but, rather, it
is an opportunity to become more like Him [God] and to grow closer to Him."2
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Case Study: Choosing a Lifestyle Cap
1. How did the Baumers’ lifestyle change when they studied what the Bible said about money?

2. The Baumers had friends hold them accountable. Why do you think that might be important?

3. How do you think you could apply the idea of financial accountability in your own life?

4. When did Greg say was the best time to set financial caps?

5. Why did Greg say we should be generous?
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Case Study: Joni Eareckson Tada

Joni Eareckson'’s life turned upside down after a diving accident in 1967. Only 17 at the time, she
started the day as a healthy teen and ended it as a quadriplegic, paralyzed and unable to use her arms
or legs. Talk about unexpected major medical challenges!

As Joni struggled to accept her new life, she sought God for answers. She had seen her sin and
accepted Jesus as her Savior years before, but she had not walked close to God. Somehow, God used
the tragic accident to draw her closer to Himself — and give her a worldwide ministry to others.”

“The Lord took absolutely no pleasure in my broken neck. Like any father who has compassion on his
children, God grieved to see me hurt. Yet at the same time, it pleased the Lord to permit my accident. My
spinal cord injury was his sovereign design for my benefit and for his good pleasure. How can this be?
God's ways are so much higher than ours.” - Joni Eareckson®

Thorns and suffering, and death itself, came as a result of sin (Genesis 3; Romans 5:12).
= They are intrusions into God's “very good” creation.
= They are vivid reminders of the gravity of mankind’s sins.

At the same time, God repurposes even the suffering and death in the world for eternal good in His
children’s lives. And Jesus loved us enough to suffer Himself, dying on a cruel Cross, so that suffering
and death would not have the final say but that one day we could be forever with Him in a perfect
world again — if we would put our faith in Him.

Truly, God's thoughts and ways are higher than our own.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and
my thoughts than your thoughts (Isaiah 55:9).

Know that whatever your future holds, God is enough to hold you up through it and to work it for
good. He is never surprised, and He can see you through.

Case Study: Joni Eareckson Tada
1. How does Joni’s life illustrate Romans 8:28?

2. How can God grieve over the suffering in the world, yet at the same time turn it for good?

3. How does knowing Romans 8:28 help you as you face hard times and make decisions?
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®| Case Study: God’s Plan & Ours (Joseph)

| think it is safe to say that Joseph’s life did not go according to his plans. God gave him dreams of
greatness, then he found himself sold by his own brothers into slavery. On top of that, he landed in
prison for a crime he had actually refused to commit.

Yet all along the way, Joseph faithfully served where he had been placed. Listen to what Genesis tells
us about his time in Potiphar’s house, where he arrived as a common slave.

His master saw that the Loro was with him and that the Loro caused all that he did to
succeed in his hands. So Joseph found favor in his sight and attended him, and he made
him overseer of his house and put him in charge of all that he had. From the time that he
made him overseer in his house and over all that he had, the Lorp blessed the Egyptian’s
house for Joseph’s sake; the blessing of the Lorp was on all that he had, in house and
field. So he left all that he had in Joseph’s charge, and because of him he had no concern
about anything but the food he ate (Genesis 39:3-6).

Joseph was put in charge of Potiphar’s entire estate — of both his house and his field. Even though his
plans had not worked out, we see Joseph serving faithfully. When he wound up in prison, he was put in
charge of the prisoners. He again served faithfully.

Later, He was put as second-in-command over all of Egypt. Once again, Joseph served faithfully.

Joseph's life reminds us to trust God's plans and faithfully steward whatever God entrusts to us

— whether a pit, prison, or kingdom. Looking back years later after he had been reunited with his
brothers, Joseph could say to his brothers who had sold him into slavery, “So it was not you who sent
me here, but God" (Genesis 45:8a). He recognized God's plan over his life, including things that at the
moment were horrible and a complete overturning of Joseph’s own plans.

Joseph's life also reminds us that it is God who makes plans work or fail. As manager of Potiphar’s
estate, Joseph likely would have overseen various projects that would have used math and required
planning. Later, he would lead the whole nation in saving up for the years of famine. No doubt Joseph
utilized many skills as he managed first his master's and then Egypt's wealth. Yet the Bible makes it
clear that God was the one who gave him success, not Joseph'’s own abilities.

The keeper of the prison paid no attention to anything that was in Joseph’s charge,
because the Lorp was with him. And whatever he did, the Lord made it succeed (Genesis
39:23).

Never forget that it is God who ultimately makes plans succeed or fail.

The heart of man plans his way, but the Lorp establishes his steps (Proverbs 16:9).
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Case Study: God’s Plan & Ours
1. How does Joseph’s life illustrate trusting God’s plans no matter what?

2. Joseph worked hard and used the skills he had wherever he found himself, yet it was God, not those skills,
that prospered him. Comment on how this applies in your own life.

3. Joseph probably did not plan to be sold into slavery or end up in prison. Yet God’s plan was better in the
end. Comment on how Joseph’s life can help you in your own.

4. What else can you learn about planning from Joseph’s life?
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® | Case Study: In the Background (the Barnharts)

This write-up is based on a video from Generous Giving. Used by permission of Generous Giving; all rights
reserved.

Alan and Katherine Barnhart had a heart to serve the Lord. Shortly after their marriage, they were on
their way to a closed country, using Alan’s civil engineering ability as a way to get in with the gospel,
when Alan’s parents offered him their business.

Running a business did not seem nearly as important to Katherine, but she reluctantly let Alan accept
the business, thinking he was making the wrong decision. Little did she know that God would use that
business to give away millions to missions.

Alan studied what God said about money and came away realizing that everything he had belonged to
God. He became keenly aware of the dangers of greed, and he feared wealth would destroy him if the
business did well.

Both he and his brother (his business partner), together with their wives, decided to view God as the
owner of the business and to set a lifestyle cap, meaning that even if the business prospered, their
lifestyle would not increase beyond that cap (which, for Alan and Katherine, meant a salary between
$40,000 and $160,000 at different seasons of life, and $3 million for retirement). They also decided to
get accountability by telling employees that if the business did well, the increase would not go into
Alan and his brother’s salaries.

Alan discovered that he had a gift and love for business, and his business did incredibly well. They put
half of the profit back into the business, and the other half funds ministry through a charitable trust.
As of the interview, they were giving away $21 million a year. Eventually, the Barnharts gave away the
business itself to trusts, enabling them to still steward the business but not legally own it.

Katherine still has not accomplished her dream of going to a foreign country to share the gospel, but
through godly stewardship, she and Alan have been able to fund much gospel work. She has lived
surrendered to the path God chose for her.

Their story reminds me of how we are all different pieces of God’s body, with different gifts and roles to
play. God decides what those are, not us. Wherever He puts us, though, let us live all-out for Him.

Quote from Katherine Barnhart:

“For so long, | thought that ... the stewarding of these funds was second best. And the
Lord had to grow me through that ... to show me that ... it is not about me serving Him.
It is about Him — it is about the Lord glorifying Himself in and through me, in and
through you. And the paradigm shift there is that I'm not the one in control; He is the
One in control. I'm not the one with the influence; He is the One with the influence. I'm
not the one with the power; He is the One with the power. I'm not even the one with the
resources; He is the One with the resources.””®
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Case Study: In the Background

1. Notice that the Barnharts, like the Baumers you looked at on page 12, set both a lifestyle cap and financial
accountability. Comment on how each likely helped them live generously.

2. How does the Barnharts’ story illustrate that all occupations and callings should be centered on God’s
Kingdom, not just those that you think of as spiritual (such as mission work)?

3. Look at the quote from Katherine. Comment on how her words illustrate a heart of someone who sees
themselves as a steward.

4. 1If God called you, like Katherine, to serve Him in a different way than you thought, would you be okay
with it? Comment on some ways that you can practice surrender to God’s plan now in the smaller
decisions of daily life.
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® | Case Study: Contentment & God’s Heart (Hsieh Family)

This write-up is based on a video from Generous Giving. Used by permission of Generous Giving; all rights
reserved.

Bree realized in college that God had a heart for the poor. Wanting to share His heart and discover His
love for the poor, she moved to a poor community. While engaged to Tom Hsieh, they both made a
radical decision: they would live at or below the median income level (i.e.,, they would set the median
income as their lifestyle cap). This meant cutting out their elaborate honeymoon plan. Winning a 7-day
trip to Italy encouraged them that God would take care of them.

Living in @ poor community has opened up many doors for the Hsiehs to share God and His love.
Neighborhood boys asked the Hsiehs if they could teach them the Bible, something that might not
have happened in a more affluent area. The kids were facing so many challenges. The Hsiehs also got
to open their home and pour hope into different people in need. Being in the inner city, the couple has
had no lack of opportunities to help and make a difference in people’s lives.

The Hsieh's choice to live radically did not come from a lack of ability to live a much wealthier lifestyle.
Tom worked for Earthlink, and when they went public, his stock options became worth several million
dollars. While coworkers began sporting fancy cars, Tom continued driving his Geo Metro. Rather than
living a wealthy lifestyle, the Hsiehs have donated the extra they have been blessed with instead.

While the Hsiehs do not believe everyone is called to do what they have done, they challenge others

to ask God how He is calling them to steward the resources He gives them. Their lives illustrate that it
is possible to be content with less and to choose not to allow money to gain a grip on our hearts but

instead use it to experience the joy of giving and being a part of what God is doing.

Quotes from Bree:

“... [W]e have to just believe as people who follow Jesus that our lives can make a difference when we
follow Him in what we are called to do."*

“... [Y]ou really have to ask Jesus what He has given you, and what He is asking you to give away, and
what He is asking you to hold onto. So, there is no formula for what kind of life to live; there is only a
listening to Jesus and a conviction, and all you have to do is ask how with what God's given you.”!

Case Study: Contentment & God’s Heart

1. How did the Hsiehs’ commitment to a median income level lifestyle cap result in a different car choice for
Mr. Hsieh than many of his coworkers made?

2. How did their commitment provide opportunities to serve?
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® | Case Study: Redirected (My Career Journey)

As a teen, | thought | wanted to be a journalist. Then | talked to a journalist and discovered that
journalists have to write fast, which did not fit me. | thought maybe | would give tours of Washington,
D.C,, only we had just moved to the area and thus | did not meet the residency requirements. | was
not even sure | wanted a career since | assumed | would get married and be a mom, but Mr. Right was
nowhere in sight. | thought of tutoring math and even got students lined up, but they all canceled. |
really was not sure what God had for me.

The summer after | graduated, God opened a door for me to learn Spanish. | threw my heart into it,
little dreaming that God would use that to guide me to what He had next. Writing a devotional for the
sons of my Spanish teacher led to creating a website and selling it to others. My online ministry had
been born. I also began teaching her sons piano, and discovered | loved teaching. Soon | had other
students too.

At the same time, others encouraged me to start writing about math. | had never pictured myself as

a math author, yet seeing how math described God's consistent creation and pointed to the Creator
was something | did not want students to miss. | began my first book, saying | would never write a
curriculum. But God had other plans. Many curricula and other jobs (such as working at nonprofits
and even a bakery) later, | have watched God faithfully close and open doors, redirecting my steps as |
put one foot in front of the other. Along the way, | also got a degree for less than $20,000 and no debt,
putting into practice some of the saving tips covered in this lesson.

If I could go back and talk to the recently graduated me, | would encourage myself to stop worrying
and trust that God really did have a plan. God knows what He has created us to do, and “he will make
[our] paths straight” as we trust Him (Proverbs 3:5-6). He guides step by step.

Case Study: Redirected

1. How did the case study illustrate the helpfulness in researching a career before embarking on studying
for it?

2. Elisabeth Elliot wrote a poem that includes this line: “Fear not tomorrows, child of the King, Trust them
with Jesus, do the next thing.”** How did the case study illustrate doing the next thing and watching God
redirect?

3. Canyou think of a time in your own life where you watched God redirect you or someone you know?
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®| Case Study: Housing Bubble Collapse

By 2005, many cities had seen a huge spike in housing prices. The chart shows the ratio of house
prices compared to the per capita income (that is, the total income of an area divided by the total
housing price

income
Focus on the greenish teal curve representing housing prices in Los Angeles. In 1974, this line was
hovering down by the U.S. average (shaded section) at around 6x (i.e., 6 times). So, if someone made
$100,000 on average, they could buy a home for about 6 x $100,000, or $600,000. By 2007, the ratio
was more than 15x — so if someone made $100,000 on average, they would have to spend 15 x
$100,000 = $1,500,000 for a house.

number of people). In other words, it is a graph of

Housing Prices to Per Capita Income Ratios by Metro Area
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What happened? Over the next few years, prices fell steeply down, closer to the 10x line. But
think about what happened to people who bought homes during that peak.

Many got jumbo loans, as they could not qualify for a conventional loan at those prices. Not
surprisingly, after a few years, many had to foreclose, as they could not sustain the payments. They
could not sell the home for enough money to pay back their loan, as the homes were no longer worth
the inflated prices. The economy had taken a turn for the worse, too. California was not alone in this.

Other areas in the United States faced
foreclosures as well. FRED - Delinquency Rate on Single-Family Residential Mortgages®

Lessons learned:

) 10
Nonconventional loans can be

dangerous, as can buying what you
really can not afford.

Percent

Beware of the pull to buy what you
do not have money for, whether it

is @ house whose monthly payment
you can not afford or something else
altogether.

2000 2020
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Case Study: Housing Bubble Collapse

1.

According to the Delinquency Rate chart in the Student book, more than what
percent of single-family residential mortgages were delinquent at the highest
point on the chart? Round to the nearest labeled horizontal line.

In 2005, per capita income was about $37,000 in Los Angeles.** According to
the other chart in the Case Study, the average selling price for houses was more
than 15 times this amount. Calculate 15 times $37,000.

3. What lessons can be learned from the housing bubble collapse?
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® | Case Study: God Leads (My Family’s Home Journey)

As a teenager, my dad’s job moved us from Colorado to Texas, where we struggled to find a home.
To complicate matters, our home in Colorado had not sold, which limited the funds available for a
down payment on a new home (and thus the price home we could look at).

After a long search, we found the perfect home. My parents prayerfully offered to buy the home
for a price that stretched them, but that they thought they could do. Only they could not afford the
3 acres next door with the pond my brother and | really wanted. But God provided. The appraisal
valued the house lower than their offer, and the sellers had to throw in the 3-acre lot to make the
deal.

A year later, my dad’s company unexpectedly decided to move him again, this time to
Massachusetts. My parents had no idea how the house would sell; it was a large home in the
middle of nowhere, and the house across the street had sat on the market for a long time already.
Yet a family from Holland bought it before it even got listed. God had provided again.

We struggled once again to find a home in Massachusetts. Every home my mom even remotely
liked sold before she could place an offer. The closed doors led my parents to rent, and that rental
not only led us to get to know a dear friend, but also allowed us to move easily when my dad’s
job unexpectedly moved us again less than a year later. While the rental had its challenges, God
worked them all to help sanctify and draw us to Himself.

At the time, those moves included lots of moments of frustration and wondering what God had
for us. Yet He had a plan and led step by step. Even more than the end result, though, He used the
process to grow us in trusting Him. The decisions we face — whether they be housing or smaller
decisions — are all opportunities to grow in trusting Him and letting Him sanctify us.

For this is the will of God, your sanctification (1 Thessalonians 4:3).

Case Study: God Leads

1. Explain how having a second mortgage would have made it harder for the author’s parents to buy another
home.

2. The author’s parents ended up renting for a year. Why would having a rental for a short stay like that
potentially save over buying and then selling a home?

3. Apply one of the principles of this case study to a smaller decision in your life now.

Consumer Math Case Studies God Leads - 23



®| Case Study: Seeking God (Jehoshaphat)

Second Chronicles 20 tells about a king who did not know what to do. An army was attacking King
Jehoshaphat'’s people, and he was afraid (v. 3). So, what did he do?

He had the people fast and pray. He publicly cried out to God, acknowledging God's might and rule
and that this situation was not too hard for God. Jehoshaphat explained that these men wanted to
drive him out of the inheritance God had given.

His prayer concludes with this: “O our God, will you not execute judgment on them? For we are
powerless against this great horde that is coming against us. We do not know what to do, but our eyes
are on you" (v. 12).

When afraid of a situation and faced with a big decision (like leading a nation against an invasion),
Jehoshaphat acknowledged that he did not know what to do. He put his eyes on God and the truth
God had revealed (that the land belonged to Israel). And God answered and defeated their enemies
(vv. 22-23).

Next time you are faced with a situation where you do not know the right decision to make, be

it leading a nation or something more personal, like picking a home or deciding how to handle a
situation with a friend, remember that God knows what to do. Put your eyes on Him and think about
His power and care.

/F Pray. It goes without saying that we need to pray over decisions. God wants us to be
\d “casting all [our] anxieties on him ... " (1 Peter 5:7). Nothing is too big or small for Him.

1. What key decision-making principle does Jehoshaphat’s life teach us?
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| Case Study: Rehoboam & Wise Counsel

When making big decisions like the ones we have looked at this quarter, it is prudent to seek wise
counsel. Our hearts can easily deceive us, but God can use others to help us see things we might not
otherwise.

Rehoboam was the son of King Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived (with the exception of Jesus,
of course). Solomon’s proverbs had warned him to pay attention to his words.

Hear, O sons, a father’s instruction, and be attentive, that you may gain insight
(Proverbs 4:1).

King Solomon had also warned of the blessing of listening to wise counsel and the dangers of
becoming a companion of fools.

Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm
(Proverbs 13:20).

When he inherited the kingdom from his father, Rehoboam faced a big decision. The people asked

him to lighten their load. He told them to give him three days. During that time, he sought the counsel
of the old men who had advised his father. They advised him to speak kindly to the people. Instead,

he listened to the young men around him who told him to tell the people he would be harsher, not
kinder, than his father. As a result, Rehoboam lost most of his kingdom to Jeroboam (1 Kings 12:1-20).

ﬂ_p Seek wise counsel. Asking for counsel is humbling. But God puts older people around us
&& for a reason. Getting good counsel shows wisdom, not weakness.

The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man listens to advice
(Proverbs 12:15).

1. Decision Making: What key decision-making principle does Rehoboam’s life teach us?
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®| Case Study: Redirection/Difficulties (Paul)

The Apostle Paul, like the rest of us, faced many decisions in his lifetime. He trusted God to direct
his path — and we see evidence that God did.

One time, he was planning to go to an area called Bithynia, but the Spirit did not let him. Instead,
God used a vision to redirect him and his party to Macedonia (Acts 16:6-10).

Everything went great in Macedonia, right? After all, they had listened to the Lord’s leading.

Wrong. Paul ended up in prison in Macedonia — but first the church of Philippi was born. Even
Paul’s imprisonment resulted in the jailer’s and his family’s salvation. (See Acts 16:11-34.)

When in a Roman prison, Paul wrote the church of Philippi this:

[F]or | know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will
turn out for my deliverance (Philippians 1:19).

Paul recognized that God worked in difficulties, not without them. Indeed, God used Paul’s Roman
imprisonment to have him write much of the New Testament. God had a bigger plan.

Paul viewed himself as God’s servant. He did not see life as about his temporal comfort but as
about God’s purposes. He lived surrendered to God’s bigger plan.

Remember you are just a servant. All things belong to God; He made us, and if we are in
Christ Jesus, we are His servants, or slaves (Romans 6:22). Decisions then should not be
about what we want or what will make us happy as much as about God’s glory and building
His Kingdom.

1. What key decision-making principle does Paul’s life teach us?
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® | Case Study: Temporal or Eternal Wealth (Lot)

Lot started out making some great decisions. He went with Abraham into a strange land. The Bible
calls him a righteous man (2 Peter 2:7).

Yet Lot made one decision that cost him dearly. When Abraham (called Abram at the time)
suggested they separate, Lot did not beg to remain with Abraham to whom God had promised to
bless all nations. He did not ask wise counsel (such as Abraham’s). We do not see any record of him
praying. Instead, he “lifted up his eyes and saw that the Jordan Valley was well watered. ... So Lot
chose for himself all the Jordan Valley” (Genesis 13:10-11).

He appears to have made his decision based solely on what looked good financially — at what
would be best for the here and now. Good land meant good grazing for his flocks and herds.

But there was a problem: “the men of Sodom were wicked, great sinners against the LORD”
(Genesis 13:13).

Lot ended up surrounded by wicked men. Angels had to literally drag him out of the city.

But he lingered. So the men seized him and his wife and his two daughters by the hand,
the Lorp being merciful to him, and they brought him out and set him outside the city
(Genesis 19:16).

In the end, his wife became a pillar of salt and his daughters went through a time of faithlessness.
God still preserved him, but his decision proved costly.

Keep focused on eternity. Do not forget that temporal things like wealth are just that:
temporal. None of it lasts. Lot lost pretty much everything he had in one day. What good
had the rich ground really done for him?

1. Decision Making: What key decision-making principle does Lot’s life teach us?
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®| Case Study: Mission Work & the Dollar’s Power

Since we covered currency rates this lesson, we will talk about the effect that changes in exchange
rates have on missionaries. When I went to Thailand in the early 2000s, the equivalent of a mere $8
was enough to hire a personal cab for the afternoon, while just a few dollars yielded a meal at an
up-scale restaurant. I loaded my suitcase with goodies yet hardly spent much at all.

Imagine if you were a missionary to a country where a few dollars a day was enough to live off of
— and then the value of the dollar went down. Suddenly, what used to cost you a few dollars costs
you much more. You would need more support in a hurry.

Understanding exchange rates can help you comprehend the challenges missionaries may face so
you can better support them.

Case Study: Mission Work & the Dollar’s Power

1. coinas Suppose the exchange rate in a country is roughly 1 currency unit (which we
will call coinas) equals 2 cents. How many coinas would $1,000 be worth?

2. coinas A few years later, 1 coina equals 50 cents. How many coinas would $1,000 be
worth?

3. How would this change affect a missionary who receives a fixed $1,000 in support each month?

4. Suppose prices in the United States are going up at the same time. If supporters back out and give less,
leaving the missionary only $800 a month, what could that do to their ability to stay in the country?
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Case Study: Faith Investors

These stories come from Faith Driven Investor,* a nonprofit that helps people think through how God
owns everything, including what they invest. They have been kind enough to grant us permission to share
a synopsis of these true stories of godly stewardship that they offer in video form on their website.

Galtronics (Ken Crowell)

In 1978, Ken Crowell, a Christian American, started a technology company in Tiberias, Israel,
“1) to bless Israel, 2) to provide jobs, and 3) to tell the Israelis about the Messiah."** He chose
Tiberias purposefully because that city needed more employment.

Ken had not started out to open a company. He wanted to be a missionary. Yet God used a
business to give him a platform to do exactly that.

As a Christian, he was shunned at first; later Galtronics became the largest employer in the city.
Through the business (which, after a very challenging start,*” did amazingly well, inventing lots of
technology, including “the first cellular antennas for mass production™®), Ken was able to provide
positive good in the community by providing jobs and contributing technology that has impacted
the world. More importantly, Galtronics helped advance the gospel and build God's church in
amazing ways.

“Anyone that you talk to that worked at that company and knew him [Ken Crowell], would tell you
how their life was touched.” — Najed Azzam, CEO NAZDAQ*

Ethical Apparel Africa

Keren Pybus “was always passionate about textiles."* Working in the industry and visiting factories
abroad, it saddened her to see how people God made were being treated. Through a layoff, God
led her to co-found a company, Ethical Apparel Africa, where people are treated with dignity. God
provided a business partner, Paloma Schackert, who did not have textile experience, but rather a
research background and realization of a need for more job opportunities for women (the apparel
industry employs about 70% women).

The opportunity to have a decent job is now transforming lives in Ghana, where the business operates.
But Ethical Apparel Africa's vision goes far beyond just the 500 employed in their Maagrace factory in
Ghana; they want to grow to providing 10,000 jobs by 2030, while making a profit and showing the
industry how there can be a win-win for both business and the community.

Jeff Kahler, owner of Genesis One Capital, explained how he loved what Keren and Paloma presented
and how he believes that if all wealthy Christians invested just 5% of their investment capital to Africa,
it would transform the continent.

“‘All investing has impact, it is just what is the impact? Is it good or bad? Every business has an
impact. ... | have come to believe that we have a duty to use our wealth to help people’
— Jeff Kahler, Genesis One Capital*

continued
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Southeast Lineman Training Center

The Southeast Lineman Training Center trains people to work on electrical or communication lines.
This training helps young people get started in a career (85% of graduates get jobs as linemen) —
and the Christian owners view it as an opportunity to really pour into them.

“We have always seen our business as mission and God-centered and wanting to love on students.”
— David Powell, co-owner, Southeast Lineman Training Center®

By partnering with Sovereign Capitol, a Christian investing firm that not only gives money but also
helps shepherd a business, the center has been able to grow even more, increasing class sizes by 34%,
demonstrating how investments in Christian businesses can make a difference.

“Biblical principles at work in the marketplace are actually an advantage to the business. We just tend
to find that the more alignment that people have with real true, timeless biblical principles, the better-
run businesses they are. And so they tend to actually outperform their peers.”

— Michael Tremain, Managing Partner at Sovereign's Capital*

Case Study: Faith Investors

1.

Based on what you learned about Galtronics, explain how business could be used to provide a missionary

presence in a country.

Think about the different people involved in each of these business stories. Explain how this illustrates the

different way God made us and the different roles we have in the Body of Christ.

Comment on the quote from Jeff Kahler that “All investing has impact.” What are some ways investments

could impact people for good and for bad? Use the stories we looked at as inspiration for your answer.
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Case Study: Surprised by Wealth —
and Its Potential for Good (the Wichtermans)

This case study is based on a video from Faith Driven Investor,* a nonprofit that helps people think
through how God owns everything, including what they invest. They have been kind enough to grant
us permission to share a synopsis of this true story of godly stewardship that they offer in video form on
their website.

Bill and Dana Wichterman's world turned upside down when Dana inherited a lot of money. Wealth
had never been in the couple’s plan; they had always lived below their means and saved. In fact, Bill
had started his career as a missionary before switching to politics. He had even had the courage to
step out of politics when it was the right time. They were not living for wealth or fame.

Now, the sudden possession of wealth “destabilized” and “confused”* Dana. Not only did they have the
inheritance, but their own savings had also been piling up. What were they to do with this wealth they
had been given?

“How do we use this wealth to honor God? And that is not like a simple question. So it is not like there
is this one road map and you just follow this and boom, boom, boom." — Bill Wichterman?

‘I knew that wealth was dangerous; | did not know and appreciate how much it can be used for good.
— Dana Wichterman*®

The Wichtermans began a journey of exploring how God would have them manage their wealth.
Together, the couple pursued God and surrounded themselves with others asking the same questions,
choosing to be transparent with them.

Dana found herself rethinking everything, including her attitude toward hospitality. She began seeing
scratches and breakages of her things as “love scars."*

Exploring how to invest in a way that lined up with their beliefs also became a gradual journey into
which the Wichtermans again needed outside input. A financial advisor with biblical training helped
walk them through the process. Dana went from fear over risks to discovering the joy and meaning of
making investments that change lives. Eventually, they were able to support entrepreneurs in more
than a dozen countries, discovering that the investor-entrepreneur relationship gave them a more
equal platform for connecting with the people they supported than a donor-donee relationship does.

Now, the Wichtermans not only continue to seek to make a difference with all their wealth (not just
their giving), but they also challenge others to discover the joy of godly stewardship of all they have,
stressing the need to do so in community with other believers. This quote from Bill illustrates the
impact he sees is possible as more Christians “use their wealth to honor God": “If we can invite other
people into this space, to find what it means to be faithful and joyful and obedient and invite more and
more people into this ... we can change the world.”°
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Case Study: Surprised by Wealth — and Its Potential for Good

1. The Wichtermans emphasized community with others. Why do you think it is so important to have others
helping you live as a godly steward? Include Scripture in your answer (use your Bible).

2. The Wichtermans went on (and are still on) a journey into learning to steward their wealth well. We are
each on a journey too. Write down what you see as the next step in your own stewardship journey, whether
it be stewarding your treasure (i.e., money), time, or talent.

3. Bill Wichterman felt that Christians honoring God with their wealth could “change the world.” Comment
on what kind of changes might result as more Christians give and invest in godly ways.

4. Comment on how investing in someone’s business opens up a different kind of relationship than giving
money does.
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® | Case Study: Partnering with God (R.G. LeTourneau)

This case study is based (with permission) primarily on R.G. LeTourneau: Mover of Men and Mountains.>:

“Only God holds the future, and when you have found Him, you might not know what
your future holds, but you will have the blessed security of knowing Who holds you, now
and forever” — R.G. LeTourneau??

Today's case study is an amazing story of a man who truly took to heart what it meant to live for
God'’s Kingdom. R.G. LeTourneau excelled at construction equipment to move dirt. He did not start
out looking like a success, though. He quit high school and started work at an iron foundry.>* He then
bounced around to various construction or mechanical-type jobs, including clearing land, becoming a
car mechanic, owning a construction company, and more. The struggles he experienced and the skills
he learned on these jobs and on his own later combined to give him both a knowledge of problems
that needed solved and the know-how to design machines to solve those problems.

At one point early in his career, LeTourneau experienced spiritual revival and considered becoming a
missionary. His pastor prayed with him and said, “God needs businessmen as well as preachers and
missionaries.*

LeTourneau began viewing himself as a partner with God, wanting God to be glorified by his business.
One time, after failing to honor the Sabbath and his commitment to tithe, he resolved to do both, even
while digging his way out of debt.>> He once chose to lose a lot of money instead of taking a brother in
Christ to court, leaving the wrong of it in God's hands. He says in his autobiography, “I would not lightly
refer to God as my partner. He is my Lord and Savior, and | am His servant. But by His grace He has
made us members of His family, and we can refer to Him as our Father which art in Heaven. More than
that, He has let us be ‘workers, together with Him. "¢

LeTourneau was not an instant success. He persevered through many setbacks — the loss of a child, a
major car accident, and times he almost went bankrupt. He trusted God in the good and bad times.

When LeTourneau started to experience incredible success, he did not let the wealth change him.
While he had 299 patents in his lifetime®” and his machines revolutionized the earth-moving industry,
he used that success to further God's Kingdom. He and his wife decided that they did not need all the
income they were making. They had a foundation set up, giving 50% of the company profits plus 50%
of their own income to it each year. Later, they increased to giving 90% of both their common stock
(a type of ownership in their business) and their personal income to the foundation.*® Through the
foundation, they supported Christian work and blessed numerous people. They even started a school
to help educate WWII veterans that later became a Christian university.

LeTourneau was also able to use his business to further God's Kingdom in how he ran it. He opened a
factory in an area where people needed work and training, bringing both in the process.>® He started
two colonies abroad in underdeveloped areas, showing the people there how they could harness the
natural resources they had to make a living and bringing the gospel as he did. He went from being
afraid of public speaking to buying his own airplane and traveling around the country and world
talking to businessmen about God. He still worked hard too, even designing machines on the plane as
he went.

continued
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According to his autobiography, LeTourneau once had a customer say, ‘I shovel it out and God shovels

it back, but God has a bigger shovel."® That phrase has since often been attributed to LeTourneau, as it

describes beautifully in earth-moving language how LeTourneau gave his money and time to God. One
biographer said, “Although he has made and spent millions, he is remarkably detached from money as
such; he is only concerned about what it can accomplish. He often says, ‘The question is not how much
of my money | give to God, but rather how much of God’s money | keep for myself. "¢*

“Some people think | am all mixed up — that you can not serve the Lord and business,
too, but that is just the point. God needs businessmen as partners as well as preachers.”
— R.G. LeTourneau®?

Case Study: Partnering with God (R.G. LeTourneau)

1. Give some practical ways that viewing himself as a partner with God affected how LeTourneau acted.

2. Comment on LeTourneau’s statement about keeping God’s money for himself. How does it show the
attitude of a steward?

3. Comment on how LeTourneau built his wealth. Was it through get-rich quick schemes or hard work?
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® | Case Study: Examples from the Bible

Here are a few examples of people in Scripture and how they used the resources God gave them.

Abraham - When three visitors (two angels and the Lord Himself) came to Abraham, he hastened to
prepare a costly feast. He gave generously of what he had to the Lord. While the Lord might not show
up to your house, Jesus said that gifts to His people are really given to Him. Abraham, along with many
New Testament verses, reminds us to be hospitable with what we have.

Then the King will say to those on his right, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty
and you gave me drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, | was naked and you clothed me, | was
sick and you visited me, | was in prison and you came to me.” Then the righteous will answer him, saying,
“Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you
a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and
visit you?” And the King will answer them, “Truly, | say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my
brothers, you did it to me” (Matthew 25:34-40).

Israelites - When the Israelites left Egypt, God moved the Egyptians to give them gold, silver,
and clothing (Exodus 12:35). Sadly, they used some of that gold to build a golden calf. Thankfully,
God did not give up on them, and they later used some of the gold and other supplies to build the
tabernacle. The Israelites remind us that God's gifts can be used wrongly, such as for idolatry or
worship.

Solomon - God gave King Solomon great wealth (1 Kings 10:23). Solomon used his wealth and the
peace of his reign to build God's temple. Yet his blessings ensnared him, as he began pursuing pleasure
and all this world has to offer. Solomon’s conclusion was that wealth — and everything here on earth
apart from living content in the Creator — is meaningless. His life and words remind us not to live for
money or what money can buy.

Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity
(Ecclesiastes 1:2).

He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with his
income; this also is vanity (Ecclesiastes 5:10).

There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment
in his toil. This also, | saw, is from the hand of God, for apart from him who can eat or
who can have enjoyment? (Ecclesiastes 2:24-25).

The Boy with 5 Loaves and 2 Fish - While we do not know his name, we know that a boy once gave
up the food he had and watched Jesus multiply it into enough to feed thousands. His life reminds us
that God can take what little we have and do amazing things with it.

Lydia - We are told Lydia was “a dealer in purple cloth” (Acts 16:14; NIV). Purple dye was pricey, so
this meant she was a woman God had given wealth to. What did she do with it? After accepting Jesus,
she invited Paul to stay with her (Acts 16:15). We see Paul going to her house to encourage her and the
believers in her house (Acts 16:40). She is an example of someone using her resources and her home
for the Lord and a reminder to us to do the same.
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Case Study: Examples from the Bible

1. Which person in this case study stands out to you and why?

2. How do the Israelites illustrate how the same thing (gold) can be used for good and evil?

3. The Bible refers to the “deceitfulness of riches” (Mark 4:19). How does Solomon’s life testify to this?
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Profiles Answer Key

Handful of Rice

L.

Answer will vary. The “Handful of Rice” story shows that
giving even a handful of rice at each meal can make a
difference.

Answer will vary. Probably not. If the Mizoram people
did not set rice aside at each meal, they would have spent
what they had.

Answer will vary. A steady plan keeps you from using up
what you have; it keeps giving on the forefront of your
thoughts.

Answer will vary. The Mizoram people saw giving as

a privilege; their attitude is God-centered. In contrast,
many Christians see giving as something that gets
something from God; it is a me-centered attitude.
Answer will vary. I could set aside a portion of whatever I

receive; I could set aside a portion of my time each week
for service.

Putting God in Charge

1. little

Stanley gave away much of the money he earned,
honored God in how he ran his business, and shared the
gospel.

Answer will vary. God wants us to seek Him in every
situation directly, not just copy others. In Psalm 25:4-5,
David asks God, not others, to lead him. God is our
Shepherd (Psalm 23). God gave us all different roles

in His body (1 Corinthians 12:12-27) — we are not

all supposed to do the same thing. At the same time,
though, we can imitate others as they imitate Christ (1
Corinthians 11:1). Choosing to give generously, honoring
God in our business, and sharing the gospel are things we
should copy, although we should seek God for the details.

Answer will vary. Rather than Stanley buying more and
more for himself as his business succeeded, it meant
more and more money went to God’s work.

not at all

Debt Repayment

1.

Answer will vary. Romans 13:8 says to “owe no one
anything”; God is a God who keeps His Word. We should
keep ours too.

Answer will vary. Heinz showed love by paying what he
owed, even when not legally required.

Answer may vary. Heinz did not take out a loan but
accidentally went into debt when agreements he entered
into backfired (there was a bigger harvest of crops than
he anticipated at the same time as the economy crashed).
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4.

Answer may vary. Money could have been used for other
purposes, and the law did not require Heinz to pay the
debts back.

A Steward

1.

Answer will vary. It is a privilege to give. God is a giving
God, and as His image bearers, there is a joy when you
give. It takes our eyes off ourselves and our problems.

. Answer may vary. Cathy viewed himself as a steward.

He followed his convictions by closing on Sunday,

even though that did not make financial sense. He

also showed himself as a steward by putting that in his
corporate purpose and striving to make his restaurants
have a positive influence. He showed it by giving away
a lot of what he owned. He stewarded his time as well
as his money, working hard even as a boy and when his
restaurant burnt down.

Trusting God to Provide

1.

Answer will vary. Miiller was not going into debt; he
prayed and watched God provide. He also was trusting
God for needs, not just wants. And he was trusting God
to provide for something God called him to do, not just
his own entertainment.

Answer will vary. The student should give more than one
way to trust the Lord, like realizing God knows what you
need and can provide and being willing to do something
that follows a biblical command even if it is hard.

Answers will vary; however Miiller did show love for God
instead of money. Even when he had financial resources,
he chose to use them for the children and not for himself.

Choosing a Lifestyle Cap

1.

Answer will vary. They changed their lifestyle in order to
give more; they set a lifestyle cap to prevent their lifestyle
from growing if they started making more.

. Answer will vary. Because it is very tempting to start

living for temporal things, especially when blessed with
extra money. There is always something you want and
could justify buying.

Answer will vary. By sharing what you are doing with a
godly person/people, such as your parents, and listening
to their input.

Answer will vary. He said the best time was when young.

Answer will vary. Giving lets us “participate in the
fulfillment of His Kingdom,”®* “become more like Him,”**

and “grow closer to Him”®
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Joni Eareckson Tada

1.

Answer will vary. God used her diving accident to open a
door to draw her to Himself and to give her a worldwide
ministry to others.

Answer will vary. His thoughts are higher than ours;
suffering and death came through sin, yet God is big
enough to redeem them for good.

Answer will vary. It helps in facing hard times by letting
us know that God will work the hard for eternal good.
It helps in making decisions by letting us know that
whatever the choice, God will work it for good.

God’s Plan & Ours

1.

Answer may vary. He trusted God when sold into slavery
and landed in a prison, as well as trusted God when he
was in positions of authority. He trusted in the times
when he didn’t understand and the times when he did,
forgiving his brothers of all the wrong they had done
him.

Answer may vary. God has given us skills too, but they
are nothing for us to be proud about. We should use
them to serve the Lord wherever He places us, like Joseph
did.

Answer may vary. We need to remember that God has

a plan in the tough times, choosing to keep faithfully
serving.

Answer may vary. There is a place for planning (Joseph
planned for the years of famine); plans do not always

go how we want; God’s plans sometimes come about
through unexpected means (like Joseph’s brothers selling
him into slavery); or some other lesson about planning.

In the Background

1.

Answer will vary. The lifestyle cap kept them from
spending more money as their business prospered; the
financial accountability kept them faithful to not cave to
the pull of materialism.

Answer will vary. Katherine Barnhart wanted to be

a missionary, yet by letting her husband manage his
business instead, they ended up sending millions of
dollars overseas, funding more mission work than they
probably ever could have done themselves. Owning a
business does not seem as spiritual as being a missionary,
yet it was.

Answer will vary. She realized that all she had was really
God’s and she was not even in control; this is the heart of
viewing ourselves as stewards.

Answer will vary. It is hard when God’s plans differ from
our own. You can practice by trusting God and cheerfully
adjusting when your daily plans do not go the way you
want instead of complaining.
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Contentment & God’s Heart

1.

Answer will vary. Coworkers bought fancy cars, but
he drove the same car. His lifestyle cap kept him from
spending the extra money he suddenly had on a car he
really did not need.

. Answer will vary. It put them in a poor community,

where they got to teach boys the Bible, open up their
home, and really reach out to the poor around them.

Redirected

1.

Answer will vary. The author realized she did not want
to be a journalist when she watched someone working

in that field; researching being a tour guide also led her
down a different path.

. Answer will vary. The author kept trying different things

— doing the next thing — and God made the next steps
clear.

Answer will vary. Student should describe a personal
example of God redirecting.

Housing Bubble Collapse

1.
2.
3.

10%
$555,000

Answer will vary. Nonconventional loans can be risky, as
can buying what you really can not afford. Beware of the
pull to buy what you do not have money for, whether it
is a house whose monthly payment you can not afford or
something else altogether.

God Leads

1.

Answer will vary. Their equity would have still been tied
up in that loan, making coming up with enough for a
down payment harder; they would have to have enough
money to pay monthly payments for both houses.

. Answer will vary. It avoided closing fees and other

challenges of having to sell a home.

Answer will vary. Should include how principles apply
in student’s own life, such as depending on the Lord to
guide their steps or using math to help evaluate.

Seeking God

1.

to pray

Rehoboam & Wise Counsel

1.

Seek wise counsel.

Redirection/Difficulties

1.

Remember you are just a servant.

Temporal or Eternal Wealth

1.

Keep focused on eternity.

Profiles Answer Key - 38



Missionary Money

Ll

50,000
2,000
Answer will vary. Now they can not buy as much!

Answer will vary. They may not have enough to pay their
expenses, forcing them to return home.

Faith Investors

1.

Answer will vary. Should be along the lines of how
businesses can get Christians living in foreign countries
where they can have gospel conversations. As people see
the love of Christ displayed in how they are treated as
employees and how a business is run, it can also soften
their hearts to the gospel.

Answer will vary. Should include how some people
started/ran businesses and how others invested in them,
and a comment about the different roles God gave us

in the body of Christ, such as something from Romans
12:4-8 or 1 Corinthians 12:27-30.

Answer will vary. Some examples of good impact are
jobs for the community, increased dignity for workers,
products that help society, and a way to invest in
people. Some examples of bad impact are jobs that take
advantage of the poor or do not treat people well, and
products or services that lead people into sin or bad
habits.

Surprised by Wealth —
and Its Potential for Good

1.

Answers will vary. Should include a Scripture and convey
something along the lines of that God did not design us
to live alone; we all need encouraged lest we fall into “the
deceitfulness of sin” (Hebrews 3:13).

Answers will vary. An idea would be to look at talents
given and see how you can use them now and in a future
career to serve God.

Answer will vary. Should include thoughts on how
businesses operating biblically can change the world,
such as by providing jobs, by promoting Christian
entertainment and activities, and by sharing the gospel to
employees.
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4. Answer will vary. Should be along the lines of how when

people receive money, they feel indebted, but when they
are invested in, it is more of a partnership that does not
have an indebtedness to it.

Partnering with God

1.

Answer will vary. He honored the Sabbath and tithed,
even when struggling. He allowed himself to be wronged
over taking another Christian to court. He gave 90%
away. He opened a business where people needed work/
training. He spoke to businessmen about God.

. Answer will vary. LeTourneau truly saw all of his money

as God’s. Thus, he viewed what he kept as God’s money
rather than viewing everything as his to give.

Answer will vary. Hard work. LeTourneau worked hard.
He had setbacks. He had to work in many different fields
at first, learning skills. He worked on the plane while
traveling.

Answer will vary. He did seem mixed up — tithing 90%
and keeping 10% seems backward. But his life showed
that you could be successful in business without serving
it. He was clearly serving God through what appeared to
be a secular calling.

Examples from the Bible

1.

Answer will vary. Student should give an explanation of
who stood out to them and why.

Answer will vary but should convey that they used gold
both to build an idol and God’s tabernacle.

Answer will vary but should convey that Solomon
pursued riches and then called them all vanity. He found
out that they do not satisfy like they appear they will.

Profiles Answer Key - 39



Endnotes

1. “Handful of Rice, 7 Minute Version,” https://generousgiving.org/handful-of-rice-7-minute-version/ ~5:40.

2. “Handful of Rice,” https://generousgiving.org/handful-of-rice/ at beginning.

3. “Handful of Rice, 7 Minute Version,” https://generousgiving.org/handful-of-rice-7-minute-version/~6:24.

4. 1Ibid., ~5:59.

5. Ibid., ~2:43.

6. Ibid., ~2:48.

7.  Stanley Tam, God Owns My Business (Chicago: WingSpread Publishers, 2013).

8. “About Us,” Company Information, United States Plastic Corp., accessed 2023, https://www.usplastic.com/content
/aboutmission.aspx?clickid=footer.

9. Stanley Tam, God Owns My Business (Chicago, IL: WingSpread Publishers, 2013), p. 64-65 (for one example).

10. Ibid., p. 56-57.

11. U.S. Plastic Corporation, “The Stanley Tam Story,” April 9, 2014, YouTube video, 1:01:54, https://youtu.be
/QxPGFIxTSro?si=cHUYR9MLFmtcaVYd.

12. “About Us,” accessed 2023, https://www.usplastic.com/content/aboutmission.aspx?clickid=footer.

13. Tam, God Owns My Business, p. 136.

14. 1Ibid., p. 136 and 157.

15. Ibid., p. 112.

16. U.S. Plastic Corporation, “The Stanley Tam Story,” https://youtu.be/QxPGFIxTSro?si=cHUYR9IMLFmtcaVYd, minute 56.

17. Mackenzie Klemann, “U.S. Plastic’s Stanley Tam Dies at 107,” The Lima News, April 17, 2023, https://www.limaohio.com
/top-stories/2023/04/17/u-s-plastics-stanley-tam-dies-at-107/.

18. Sherri Brown, “Chick-fil-A’s Cathy honored for charity,” Baptist Press, November 10, 2008, https://www.baptistpress.com
/resource-library/news/chick-fil-as-cathy-honored-for-charity/.

19. “What is Chick-fil-A’s corporate purpose?” Our Culture and Values, Chick-fil-A, https://www.chick-fil-a.com/customer-support
/who-we-are/our-culture-and-values/what-is-chick-fil-as-corporate-purpose.

20. S.Truett Cathy, Wealth: Is It Worth It? (Decatur, GA: Looking Glass Books, Inc., 2011). These statements come from the chapter
titles.

21. Ibid., p. 182.

22. Greg shares the “Generosity Covenant” they settled on in his book by John Cortines and Gregory Baumer, God and Money: How
We Discovered True Riches at Harvard Business School (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Ministries, 2016), pp. 203-206.

23. Generous Giving, “Greg and Alison Baumer Part 1,” video, 04:59, https://generousgiving.org/greg-alison-baumer/.

24. Generous Giving, “Greg and Alison Baumer Part 2,” video, 07:20, https://generousgiving.org/
greg-and-alison-baumer-five-years-later/.

25. Generous Giving, “Greg and Alison Baumer Part 1,” 11:10.

26. Generous Giving, “Greg and Alison Baumer Part 2,” 06:00.

27. Joni and Friends, “Joni Eareckson Tada Shares Her Story,” January 28, 2014, YouTube video, https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=VVXJ8GyLgt0&t=459s.

28. Joni Eareckson Tada, God’s Hand in Our Hardship (Torrance, CA: Aspire Press, 2014), p. 7.

29. Generous Giving, “Alan and Katherine Barnhart,” video, 15:00, https://generousgiving.org/alan-and-katherine-barnhart/.

30. Generous Giving, Tom and Bree Hsieh, video, 05:15, https://generousgiving.org/
tom-and-bree-hsieh-living-below-the-median-income/.

31. Ibid., 07:05.

32. Justin Taylor, “Do the Next Thing,” The Gospel Coalition, October 25, 2017, https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs
/justin-taylor/do-the-next-thing/.

33. Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System (US), Delinquency Rate on Single-Family Residential Mortgages,
Booked in Domestic Offices, All Commercial Banks [DRSFRMACBS], retrieved from FRED, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis;
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/ DRSFRMACBS, January 23, 2025.

34. David G. Lenze, “Personal Income for Metropolitan Areas for 2005,” Table 1., in Survey of Current Business (September 2006),
p- 137, https://apps.bea.gov/scb/pdf/2006/09September/0906_Metro.pdf?_gl=1*jd7dIn*_ga
*MjY5NDY3NTglLjE3MzcyMzI2NjA*_ga J4698INNFT*MTczNzIzMjY10S4xLjEuMTczNzIzMjY40S4zMC4wLjA.

35. “Investor Documentaries,” Video Library, Faith Driven Investor, https://www.faithdriveninvestor.org/video-library.

36. William Goheen, The Galtronics Story (John Haller Institute, 2004), 47.

37. Ibid., Chapter 3.

38. “Galtronics’ Firsts,” Galtronics, accessed July 30, 2024, https://galtronics.com/galtronic-firsts/.

39. Faith Driven Investor, “Greenhouses of the Startup Nation | The Story of Galtronics and Firstfruits,” video, 04:55,
https://www.faithdriveninvestor.org/video-library.

40. Faith Driven Investor, “Ethical Apparel Africa | Faith Driven Investor with Faith & Co.,” video, 01:15,
https://www.faithdriveninvestor.org/video-library.

41. Ibid., 12:30.

42. 1Ibid., 10:33 and 11:00.

43. Faith Driven Investor, “Lineman school focuses on living its mission,” video, 02:22, https://www.faithdriveninvestor.org
/video-library.

Consumer Math Case Studies Endnotes - 40



44. 1Ibid., 03:09.

45. “Investor Documentaries,” Video Library, Faith Driven Investor, https://www.faithdriveninvestor.org/video-library.

46. Faith Driven Investor, “Equipped to Give | The Wichtermans Story,” video, 02:34, https://www.faithdriveninvestor.org
/video-library.

47. 1bid., 07:50.

48. 1Ibid., 05:18.

49. 1Ibid., 06:05.

50. Ibid., 14:45.

51. Much of this information is from R.G. LeTourneau: Mover of Men and Mountains (Moody Press, Chicago: 1967).

52. Ibid., p. 267.

53. Ibid., Chapter 3.

54. Ibid., p. 109.

55. Ibid., Chapter 17.

56. Ibid., p. 110.

57. “The Machines,” Museum & Archives, LeTourneau University, accessed May 18, 2024, https://www.letu.edu
/library/rg-museum.html#ContentBlock-1-5.

58. LeTourneau, p. 204-205.

59. Ibid., p. 221.

60. Ibid, p. 110.

61. Ibid., p. 280, in epilogue to 1967 edition by Nels E. Stjernstrom.

62. Ibid, p. 1.

63. Generous Giving, “Greg and Alison Baumer Part 1,” video, 11:10, https://generousgiving.org/greg-alison-baumer/.

64. Generous Giving, “Greg and Alison Baumer Part 2,” video, 06:00, https://generousgiving.org
/greg-and-alison-baumer-five-years-later;/.

65. Ibid.

Consumer Math Case Studies Endnotes - 41



