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5Introduction

In the pages of this book, you will meet men and women who lived 
lives totally dedicated to the service of their Savior, Jesus Christ. 
You will hear how they first became Christians and what inspired 
them to embark on their various missions. They had a burden to 
share the gospel with those living in remote areas who had not been 
exposed to the truth of God’s Word. These missionaries, upheld by 
their tremendous faith in the Lord’s providence, experienced much 
hardship and personal sacrifice. They all witnessed God at work in 
the saving of souls, but life was not easy for any of them. They relied 
on prayer and God’s provision.  

It was hard to choose which missionaries to write about, but I tried 
to give a glimpse into those involved in many different time periods 
and fields of service. Join me as we explore the adventurous lives of 
these servants of God. 

•	 Adoniram Judson was one of the first Protestant missionaries 
sent from North America to the land of Burma. Here, he 
labored for 40 years. When Judson died, 100 Burmese churches 
had been started, with more than 8,000 believers.

•	 Robert Moffat was the first to translate and have the Bible 
printed in the Sechuana language. Besides faithfully preaching 
the gospel to the superstitious natives, he taught thousands of 
them how to read and write. Moffat spent 54 years of his life 
ministering in Africa.

Introduction
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•	 John Paton, who ministered in the South Seas, proclaimed in 
his autobiography that his ministry was undergirded by this 
thought: “This is strength; — this is peace: — to feel, in entering 
on every day, that all its duties and trial have been committed to 
the Lord Jesus, — that, come what may, He will use us for His 
glory and our own real good!”

•	 Hudson Taylor spent 54 years in China, laboring for five years 
before seeing his first convert to Christianity. He started China 
Inland Mission, which resulted in 20,000 Chinese people giving 
their lives to Christ.

•	 Amy Carmichael, missionary to India, learned that God makes 
no mistakes, even down to planning the color of your eyes. She 
opened an orphanage and rescued many children, becoming 
like a mother to them.

•	 Gladys Aylward worked as a housemaid until she saved enough 
money to pay her own fare to China. She constantly faced 
almost impossible circumstances, but she persevered and 
poured her heart into serving the Chinese people. She risked 
her life many times to help those in need and won the respect of 
the people of China.

•	 Eric Liddell was the first Scotsman ever to win an Olympic 
gold medal. As he explained to his fans, God called him to a 
more significant race — one where God gives out the medals. 
He committed his life to being a missionary to China. Having 
been raised in China by missionary parents, he had determined 
to one day return to share the gospel of his Lord Jesus Christ. 
He poured out his life for them and died as a prisoner of the 
Japanese during World War II.
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•	 Betty Greene was the first woman missionary pilot and was one 
of the founders of Mission Aviation Fellowship. Hers was a life 
full of adventure poured out for the gospel.

•	 Jim Elliot, slain by the Auca Indians he shared the gospel with, 
embodied the importance of focusing on eternity and the faith. 
That is how he lived, and his testimony has inspired countless 
thousands to dedicate their lives to the Lord.

•	 Brother Andrew was a Dutch missionary who used his desire 
for adventure and his fearless nature to smuggle Bibles into 
Communist countries. He risked his life on countless occasions 
to bring the saving hope of the gospel to persecuted peoples. 
His ministry, Open Doors, continues today to deliver the 
message of salvation to oppressed people.

Remember that the whole world is a mission field. You don’t have to 
go overseas to carry the gospel. It may be your neighbor that needs 
to hear the good news. God wants your life to honor Him wherever 
you live and whatever opportunities you pursue. 

It is my hope that you will be inspired to rely on God to uphold 
you when life gets hard to bear. I pray that you will want to live 
a life dedicated to Christ. Learn to view life as from the loving 
Father’s hand even when things grow difficult. Pray to the Lord to 
make your life one that is useful to the spread of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Remember the words of Isaiah 55:8-9, “For my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts”. As you 
meditate on the Word of God and hide it in your heart, ask Him to 
help you exchange your thoughts for His thoughts.
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A.D.	 	 	 	 	 	 			   	 	      

Always remember that God has the big picture in mind. We see 
only a tiny piece of the whole puzzle of eternity. Let the words of 
Romans 8:28 comfort you as you encounter the struggles of life: 
“And we know that all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” 
Isn’t heaven going to be wonderful? We will get to personally meet 
these missionaries, and all the puzzling questions of life on earth 
will be answered there as we worship our great Lord and Savior.
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Yet when Christ calls me home, I shall go with the gladness of a 
boy bounding away from his school.” 1 “

1
Adoniram Judson

..•..
America’s First 

Overseas Missionary
A.D.	 1500	 1550	 1600	 1650	 1700	 1750			   1900	 1950	      1788–1850

Malden, Massachusetts – Born 
in 1788 , the son of a 
congregational minister.

Providence, Rhode Island 
– Took up deism after 
meeting Jacob Eames, a 
devoted deist. 

Andover, Massachusetts – In 
1808, Adoniram studied at 
Andover Seminary.

India; Burma – Unable to work 
in India, he went to serve 
Burma. He translated the 
gospel, completing the 
Burmese Bible. He was 
buried at sea in 1850, 
having died on a ship.

Burma
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Who Was Adoniram Judson?

Although he was only 25 years old, Adoniram Judson was one of 
the first Protestant missionaries sent from North America to the 
land of Burma. Here, he labored for 40 years. During that time, he 
translated the Bible into the Burmese language. Judson’s translation 
is still the most popular version used today. He also began 
compiling a Burmese-English dictionary. Every dictionary written 
since then has used Judson’s original translation as a base. When 
Judson died in 1850, 100 Burmese churches had been started, with 

more than 8,000 believers. His ministry 
was the impetus for the first Baptist 
organization in America to support 
missionaries.

Early Years

Adoniram Judson was born on August 9, 1788, in Malden, 
Massachusetts. His father was a Congregational minister. Adoniram 
learned to read when he was three years old. Adoniram excelled in 
school. When he was 14, his father was offered the pastorate of the 

impetus: driving 
force

excelled: did 
extremely well
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Third Congregational Church of Plymouth, Massachusetts. This 
job change necessitated a family move from Braintree to Plymouth. 
The family built a lovely house overlooking the sea. A few months 
after moving, Adoniram became very sick. It took a year for him to 
fully recover. However, when he was better, he diligently pursued 
his studies and not only made up the work he missed, but also 
completed the next grade level. He was now ready for college. Six 
days after his 16th birthday, Adoniram left for Rhode Island College 
at Providence (soon to become Brown 
University), 50 miles from home. 

College Years

Adoniram took the entrance exams and, 
much to his amazement, scored so well 
that he skipped his freshman year and entered as a sophomore. 
Although Adoniram excelled at his studies, he began to develop 
friendships with a couple of boys who were a bad influence on 
his character. Jacob Eames, his best friend, was a devoted deist. 
As such, he believed that God existed but had little interest in the 
lives of people. He did not believe that Jesus was the Son of God. 
Deism appealed to Adoniram. His strong friendship with Jacob led 
to his abandoning the faith he had been taught as a boy, although 
he never mentioned that to his father. In three years, Adoniram 
graduated as valedictorian of his class. 

Adoniram Leaves Home

When he returned home, Adoniram opened a small school for girls 
in his hometown. Unsatisfied with the quality of textbooks available 

freshman: first-year 
student

sophomore: second-
year student

valedictorian: 
highest achiever
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to his students, he wrote two textbooks: 
Elements of English Grammar and The 
Young Lady’s Arithmetic. He got them 
published with the backing of his alma 
mater, Brown University. The school 
was successful, but Adoniram became 
bored with life. Because he was living at 
home again, his father expected him to 
participate in daily Bible reading and 
prayer. When he was 20, he told his 
parents he had been a deist for the last 
three years. Shocked, his parents tried 

to reason with him but could not persuade him to change his mind. 
They resorted to prayer. 

Adoniram announced that he planned to leave his successful 
teaching career and go to New York. He and Jacob had dreamed 
about joining the theater. Although he had lost touch with Jacob, 
he believed New York would be a good place to try his hand at 
the theater. The young theater students he associated with there 
were mainly uneducated and unscrupulous. Since they had no 
money, they would seek lodging at night and then sneak away in 
the morning without paying the bill. Having no savings, Adoniram 
adopted this practice for a month but felt very guilty about it. 
He often wondered what his friend Jacob Eames was doing. He 
supposed Jacob was living a successful life by now.

Adoniram decided that theater was not for him. He set off on his 
horse and headed westward. Stopping at an inn for the night, he 
ended up in a room next to a dying man. Throughout the night, he 
tried to sleep despite the groans of pain coming from the adjoining 

alma mater: university 
attended

unscrupulous: lacking 
morals
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room. Unable to sleep, he wondered if the man in the next room 
believed in life after death. Adoniram was plagued with thoughts 
about what would happen to him if he were to die. Around 4:00 
a.m., the groaning stopped, and Adoniram dozed off. In the 
morning, the innkeeper told him that the person in the next room 
had died at 4:00 a.m. Inquiring about the man, Adoniram was 
stunned to learn that the dying man was Jacob Eames, his college 
buddy. Jacob, who had been so sure there was no life after death — 
where was he now? Had he been right?

Adoniram Becomes a Christian

Adoniram was shaken to the core. He decided he would return 
home to Plymouth to try to sort out all these thoughts and doubts 
that tormented him. He explained his dilemma to his parents, 
who tried to help him learn the truth. About this time, two well-
respected pastors came to stay with the Judsons. They wanted 
to discuss plans with Pastor Judson for opening a seminary in 
Andover, Massachusetts. Adoniram bombarded them with his 

seminary: school 
to train pastors
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many questions about Christianity. Sensing his sincerity, they 
offered to enroll him in Andover — not as a future pastor, but as 
one who wanted to learn more about Christianity. On October 12, 
1808, Adoniram entered Andover Seminary. 

Life in the seminary was not what he expected at all. Students were 
expected to chop their firewood, draw water from the well, and help 
the cook. They milked the cows, tended the gardens, and worked in 
the hayfields. This way, the students’ cost was kept at a minimum. 
Adoniram spent hours studying the Bible in the original languages. 
He spent his spare time talking with the professors. Finally, on 
December 2, 1808, he was convinced. The Bible was truly the Word 
of God, and Adoniram was ready to commit his life to the Lord 
Jesus. His parents were overjoyed when they heard the news. 

During his final year at Andover, Adoniram dedicated his life to 
becoming a missionary. He had seen a pamphlet which described 
the condition of people in India. They were steeped in superstition 
and idolatrous practices. They believed that each person had many 
lives and how they lived in this present life would determine in 
what form they would return in the next life. Someone who lived 
badly might return as a rat or an ant. A person who lived a good 

life might return as a prince or 
princess. Somehow, Adoniram 
knew from this point on that God 
wanted him to share the gospel 
with these fearful, misled people.

America’s First Missionary to India

Adoniram and three other like-minded students appeared before 

missionary: one sent to 
spread the gospel overseas

superstition: a fear-driven 
false belief

idolatrous: worship of false 
gods
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the Congregationalists’ General 
Association in 1810 to appeal for 
support. On September 19, he 
was chosen to be a missionary to 
India and commissioned by the 
Congregational Church. After the 
meeting, he was invited to dinner 
at one of the deacon’s homes. Here, 
he met and fell in love with Ann 
Hasseltine, one of the deacon’s five 
children. After seeing each other for 
a month, Adoniram asked Ann to 
marry him, and she accepted. The 
couple was married on February 5, 
1812. On February 19, Adoniram 
and Ann set sail for Calcutta, India. 
Adoniram used the long hours on 
the voyage to study the Bible. They 
arrived on June 17. 

Unwanted in India

Upon arrival in India, all 
newcomers were expected to 
register at the local police station. 
The East India Tea Company was 
a British trading company. It had 
a monopoly on imported tea from 
Asia, which it then sold in Britain 
and the colonies. The company had 

commissioned: chosen for a 
specific task

monopoly: exclusive control
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significant lobbying power in 
Parliament. The East India Tea 
Company opposed the Americans 
evangelizing the Hindu people. 
The police recorded the arrival 
of the missionaries but told them 
the decision of whether they 
were permitted to stay or forced 
to leave would be left to the East 
India Tea Company. 

While waiting to hear, Adoniram 
visited William Carey, a famous 
missionary who had founded 
the Baptist Missionary Society. 
He was known as the “Father 
of Modern Missions.” He was 
employed by Fort William 
College as a professor of oriental 

Languages. He also supported a 
large missionary community at 
Semaphore, located farther up 

the Hooghly River. Carey explained to Judson that the country of 
Burma was in great need of the gospel. It was home to 15 million 
people, and not one Bible was available in their language. Carey had 
much to say about Burma, but he was not encouraging about the 
possibility of the missionaries being allowed to stay in India. 

Carey invited Adoniram and Ann to stay at Semaphore until 
permission to remain in India was granted or denied. He showed 
them the printing press he had set up. His print shop had recently 

lobbying: trying to influence

evangelizing: sharing the 
gospel
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been ravaged by a fire, and all 
of Carey’s years of complicated 
translation work had been 
lost. Undeterred, he was 
producing the translations 
again. The East India Tea 
Company, which controlled much of India at the time, had a policy 
that prohibited Christian missionaries from settling in India. 
Eventually, they told the Judsons they would have to leave India 
voluntarily or be deported to England.

Providentially, Adoniram found a rather dilapidated ship headed 
for Rangoon, Burma. The East India Tea Company traded in 
Burma, but Adoniram knew of no policy excluding mission work 
there. He and Ann felt that God had provided this option for them, 
and they decided to head for Burma, trusting the Lord to work out 
the details. William Carey had told them that his son Felix lived in 
Rangoon. Perhaps he could help them. The ship met with stormy 
weather en route, and sadly, Ann miscarried their first child before 
arriving in Rangoon. 

Learning the Language

Arriving at the home of Felix Carey, William’s son, Adoniram and 
Ann were warmly welcomed. Felix lived in a solidly built home, 
unlike the impoverished bamboo huts inhabited by the Burmese. 
The Careys were just about to embark on a visit to Semaphore to 
spend time with Felix’s father. He was happy to offer the Judsons 
the house if they promised to care for it while he and his family 
were gone. He also left his servants to help them — a housekeeper, 
a cook, and a boy to care for the yard. Felix introduced them to a 

ravaged: destroyed

undeterred: persevering through 
setbacks

dilapidated: neglected, run-down 

en route: on the way
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Hindu man who could teach them the Burmese language. They 
began language lessons, which lasted for 12 hours a day, six days a 
week. It was very frustrating to learn, especially because the tutor 
knew no English. Thankfully, Felix had left a book he had begun 
writing, which explained Burmese grammar. This was a great 
help to the Judsons in their studies. The couple longed to begin 
missionary work but knew they must first learn the language, so 
they applied their energies diligently.
 

Meeting the Officials

In October 1813, Adoniram met with Mya-day-men, the viceroy 
of Rangoon. Ann made a favorable impression on the vicereine, 
the ruler’s wife. She invited Ann to visit any time. She said she 
was as fond of Ann as if she were her sister. In 1814, Felix and his 
family returned, but not to stay. Felix informed the Judsons that 
he had accepted a position in the Royal government in Ava, which 
required him to move away. The house was theirs to use. The 
Judsons were now the only official missionaries in Burma. 

In May 1814, a society was founded in America which offered to 
support the Judsons in their work. They also received a message 
that George Hough, a printer who owned a printing press, was on 
his way to assist them. On September 11, 1814, another child was 
born to the Judsons — Roger Williams Judson, named after the 
missionary to the Native American people in New England. By 
that time, Ann could speak the language fluently, and Adoniram 
had almost finished the Burmese grammar book that Felix Carey 
had begun to write. When he completed the grammar book, he 

translated the Gospel of Matthew into 
Burmese. Finally, the Judsons had viceroy: ruler in charge
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learned enough to communicate 
with the local Burmese people.

Adoniram began holding nightly 
meetings for the Burmese men, 
and Ann operated a school for 
Burmese girls. They produced a 
seven-page tract explaining the 
gospel in a unique way that the 
Burmese people could understand. 
George Hough printed 1,000 
copies in early 1817. Burmese 
people would stop by the mission 
house and request a copy of “The 
Holy Book,” their name for the 
tract. 

The First Convert

Adoniram decided it might help 
to build a zayat to be used on 
Pagoda Street, the main street in 
town. This familiar type of building 
might help the Burmese to feel more comfortable attending 
meetings. Construction was completed in April 1819. Adoniram 
would sit on the steps every day, answering any questions the 
Burmese people had. He would call out to passers-by, “Ho, 
everyone who thirsts for knowledge, enter here.”2 

Ann, in a letter to her father, wrote, “On the last day of April, a 
poor man came to the zayat. He is about 35 years old. His name 

zayat: a Burmese building
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is Maung Nau. He was very attentive, and he came back to our 
Sunday service. The next day and the next, he spent hours talking 
to Adoniram. At a meeting on May 5th, it seemed he was near to 
becoming a Christian ... and the following Sunday, he professed 
faith in Jesus!! Maung Nau is our very first convert. Papa, after 
nearly six years in Burma, we have a convert and that makes it all 
worthwhile!”3

The Ministry Grows

Slowly, other Burmese people came to know the Lord. By 1823, ten 
years after Adoniram’s arrival, the church membership had grown 
to 18. Judson had completed translating the New Testament into 
the Burmese language.

Trouble began to brew between Britain and Burma. Britain desired 
more trade, and the Burmese desired more land holdings. Britain 
attacked and captured two Burmese provinces, which extended her 
trade routes to Eastern Asia. With the onset of the Anglo-Burmese 
war from 1824 to 1826, English-speaking Americans were mistaken 
for spies. Judson was imprisoned and treated cruelly for 20 months. 
Ann often visited Adoniram. She sewed his translation of the Bible 
into a pillow and brought it to him in prison. She tried many times 
to procure his release. Ann gave birth to their third child while 
Adoniram was imprisoned. Ann visited him with baby Maria and 
two little Burmese girls she was caring for. 

Finally, the British won the war. They 
released Adoniram and, to his surprise, 
asked for his assistance in drawing up 
the peace treaty because he understood 

translating: changing 
one language into 
another

procure: to secure
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the language and they did not. Taking his family with him, he 
began translating the Treaty of Yandabo. When he finished the 
treaty translation in March 1826, the Judsons returned to Rangoon. 
They found their house in disrepair from the war, but fixable. 
Maung Ing, a faithful convert, had found the pillow the prison 
guards had disposed of and kept it safe. It contained the precious 
translation of the Scriptures, Adoniram’s work of nine years. 
Adoniram was overjoyed that his work had not been lost. They 
found their converts safe and growing in faith.

More Translation

The East India Company then called on Adoniram to help translate 
and write a contract with the Burmese government regarding 
imports and exports to and from the country. In exchange for 
his help, they agreed to persuade the Burmese government to 
allow religious freedom for the Burmese people. This would allow 
them to become Christians without fear of punishment or death. 
Although Adoniram did not want to leave his family again, he 
realized this government action would be crucial to the spread of 
the gospel. Sadly, before he finished the translation, he received a 
letter saying, “To sum up the unhappy tidings in a few words — 
Mrs. Judson is no more.”4 Adoniram was heartbroken. His dear, 
faithful wife and best friend in all the world had developed a severe 
fever and died suddenly. 

To help relieve his grief, Judson threw himself into the work 
at hand. The Baptist Mission Society in the United States was 
sending more missionaries his way. George and Sarah Boardman 
arrived with their baby daughter. Six months after Ann’s death, 
two-year-old Maria also died. Although greatly saddened by his 
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losses, Adoniram saw encouragement in the ministry. In March, he 
attended a festival where he distributed 10,000 tracts. As a result, 
6,000 people came to the mission house with questions about 
what they had read. It had taken him nine years to win the first 
18 converts, but with the new religious freedom after the war, 217 
Burmese people were saved.

Sarah

Adoniram spent the next two and a half years doing translation 
work six days a week. On January 31, 1834, he finished the 
translation. He received a letter of congratulations from Sarah 
Boardman. She informed him that George had died three years 
before. Sarah had remained to carry on their ministry. The two 
continued corresponding, and on April 1, 1834, they were married. 
Sarah had a passion for translation as well. She was working on 
translating gospel literature into Taling, one of the tribal languages 
spoken in Burma. Adoniram was busy teaching classes to his 
church of 100 members. 

In October 1840, 27 years after he and Ann had arrived in 
Burma, the 1,200-page Burmese Bible was printed and ready for 
distribution. All his painstaking work had paid off. Finally, the 
Burmese people could read the Bible in their own language. 

In March of 1850, Judson developed a serious lung disease. His 
doctor suggested a sea voyage might help him regain strength. 
When asked if he was prepared to die, he replied, “I am not tired of 
my work; neither am I tired of the world. Yet when Christ calls me 
home, I shall go with the gladness of a boy bounding away from his 
school.”5 Judson left on April 3, bound for the Isle of France. Nine 
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days later, on April 12, 1850, Adoniram died on board the ship, not 
far from the coast of Burma. He was buried at sea. At the time he 
died, Burma had 100 churches and more than 8,000 believers. The 
Burmese Bible he worked so hard to translate remains the most 
popular Burmese Bible in use today. Every Burmese dictionary 
and grammar book written since 1850 has been based on the 
original ones Adoniram wrote. A memorial was built in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, honoring Adoniram Judson, America’s first overseas 
missionary.




