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Introduction

There is much misunderstanding about Charles Darwin.
Some consider him to be an evil man who sought to
destroy Christianity. Others see him as the man who ush-
ered in an era of scientific discovery and an understanding
of the origin of life on earth, freeing humanity from bond-
age to ancient myths.

As you read through these chapters, the life and impact
of Darwin will be presented. In the section on Darwin’s
life, the events that shaped his thinking are presented in a
simple manner.

Some chapters are on science, analyzing the scientific
claims of Darwin. Looking at Darwin’s claims from a
biblical perspective reveals inconsistencies not presented
in the media and textbooks. If you have never examined
the science from this perspective, you owe it to your-

self to do so.

Other chapters explain the impact that Darwin’s ideas
have had on the world. Darwin'’s influence on racism,
economics, and the role and purpose of humanity cannot
be denied. But do you know what those influences are?
Whether you are a Christian or an atheist, understanding
how Darwin’s ideas have shaped history is important.






Timeline

Darwin’s early life and education

O Charles Robert Darwin was born February 12, 1809, in
Shrewsbury, England, to a wealthy family.

O Darwin’s mother, Susannah, died in 1817 when he
was just 8.

O Beginning in 1818, Darwin attended Shrewsbury Gram-
mar school with his older brother Erasmus under the
direction of Reverend Samuel Butler.
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) In 1825, his father Robert pulled him from the school
and Darwin assisted his father at his medical practice.

Q Darwin joined his brother Erasmus at the University of
Edinburgh to study medicine in the fall of 1825.

) During his second year of medical school, Darwin began
a friendship with Robert Grant, who explained to him
the evolutionary ideas of Lamarck.

O In the spring of 1827, Darwin left medical school and
entered Christ’s College at Cambridge in the winter of
1827 to study for the clergy. His brother Erasmus was
also there to finish his schooling in medicine.

O Darwin did not take his studies seriously but spent time
collecting beetles and reading Shakespeare.

O In 1828, Darwin was introduced to Reverend John
Stevens Henslow. Darwin took a strong interest in
Henslow’s lectures and began thinking of a career in the
natural sciences.

Timeline -«
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From 1829, Darwin doubted his career as a clergyman
and did not take his studies seriously. Darwin studied
Greek and Latin as well as William Paley’s works.

In 1831, Darwin passed his exams and later attended
geology lectures from Adam Sedgwick. Professor Sedg-
wick gave Darwin a crash course in field geology in
the summer.

The Beagle voyage

O In August 1831, Darwin was invited to be the naturalist
aboard the HMS Beagle—an offer he readily accepted.

O While aboard the Beagle, Darwin read Principles of Geol-
ogy by Charles Lyell. This book promoted an old-age,
uniformitarian view of geology.

7\

) Darwin was the companion of Captain Robert FitzRoy, a
Christian who later rejected Darwin’s ideas on evolution.

O The Beagle was on a surveying mission, which allowed
Darwin time to venture inland in South America and
other stops. He detailed the geology of these areas in
his journals.

O Darwin collected many specimens of birds, animals, fish,
and fossils and had them shipped back to Cambridge,
along with his journals.

O The Beagle sailed up the coast of South America, eventually
reaching the Galdpagos Islands in September 1835. They
remained there until November, setting sail for Tahiti.

O After stops in Tahiti, New Zealand, Australia, Mauritius,
Africa, and many others, they returned to England in
October 1836.
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Years before Origin of Species

O Darwin interacted with many members of the scientific
elite, including Charles Lyell, Richard Owen, and Charles
Babbage while his specimens were being studied by vari-
ous naturalists.

O In 1837, John Gould concluded that the bird species

that Darwin found on the Galdpagos Islands were all
finches with beak variations. Darwin began to formulate
his ideas on change within and between species. Fear-
ing that his idea of transmutation would be considered
heretical, Darwin kept his ideas relatively private.

7\

) Darwin began experiencing stomach and heart prob-
lems—these plagued him for the remainder of his life.

O In 1838, Darwin began studying the breeding of domes-
tic animals to better understand how change occurred.

Q Darwin read the work of Thomas Malthus describing
how humans would struggle for resources as popula-
tions grew. Darwin adapted these ideas to animals.

O In 1839, Darwin married his cousin, Emma Wedgwood,
receiving a small fortune from the family. This money
was wisely invested, ensuring that Darwin would not
have to work for the rest of his life.

7\

) Darwin took on a reclusive lifestyle to avoid triggering
his health problems.

O In May 1839, a three-volume narrative of the voyages of
the Beagle was published, followed by his books on the
geology of his voyages and the formation of coral reefs.

O William Erasmus was born to Charles and Emma in 1839.
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i Anne (Annie) Elizabeth was born in March 1841.

In 1842, Darwin had written down his basic theory of
the descent of animals through a process of natural
selection. He decided not to make his ideas public so
that he would not be considered an atheist, among
other reasons.

O Mary Eleanor was born in September 1842 but died
shortly after. Henrietta was born in September 1843.

O Inlate 1843, Darwin’s five-volume work on the zoology
of his Beagle voyage was published, and Joseph Dalton
Hooker became Darwin’s research associate.

:t In 1845, George was born into the family.

In 1847, Darwin began working on a comprehensive
study of barnacles to establish his credibility.

O Francis was born in August 1848, and Darwin’s father,
Robert, died in November. Charles was too ill to attend
the funeral.

O Leonard was born into the family in January 1850,
and Annie became very ill that summer. Annie died in
April 1851.

O In 1853, Darwin met Thomas Huxley and became
friends with Herbert Spencer, with whom he discussed
human evolution.

O Darwin returned to work on his transmutation ideas
and invited a group of scientists to Down House in
April 1856. As he presented his ideas, the reception
was mixed.
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O An essay by Alfred Russel Wallace on evolution
of new species was sent to Lyell. Darwin was not
impressed by it.

O Charles Waring was born into the family in December
1856 but died in June 1858.

O InJune 1858, Darwin received another paper by Wallace
that contained many ideas similar to Darwin’s. Wal-
lace believed the process was guided by a higher power,
while Darwin believed the process acted without goals
or guidance.

7\

) OnJuly 1, 1858, Darwin’s and Wallace’s papers on natu-
ral selection and the transmutation of species were read
to a mixed review at the Linnaean Society in London.

© Darwin completed his book On the Origin of Species by
Means of Natural Selection, and it was published and
went on sale November 22, 1859.

Years after Origin of Species

O Thomas Huxley and Joseph Hooker took up the cause of
Darwin and promoted his ideas in journals, influencing
many in the scientific community.

O Richard Owen and Bishop Wilberforce fought fiercely
against Darwinian ideas, specifically on the grounds of
morality and biblical truths.

O By 1863, Origin had been translated into French,
German, Dutch, and Italian.

) Charles Lyell published a book on the ancient origin
of man, though he did not directly connect his ideas
to Darwinism.

7\
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O Ernst Haeckel paid a visit to Down House in
1866. Haeckel created fraudulent drawings to pro-
mote evolution.

O In 1866, Herbert Spencer coined the term survival of the
fittest to avoid a selector acting in natural selection.

O Darwin’s evolutionary ideas were directly applied to
humans in his book Descent of Man, which was pub-
lished in March 1871 along with a second volume on
sexual selection.

© Darwin continued to study and write on many topics,
including orchid fertilization by insects, carnivorous
plants, emotions in animals and humans, and many
other topics.

(o) April 19,1882, Charles Darwin died at Down House; he
was buried in Westminster Abbey.

Information primarily from aboutdarwin.com.

12 « Evolution & Darwin



Timeline « 13






Darwin’s Personal
Struggle with Evil

by Roger W. Sanders

The doctor tries to look away as he says, “I'm sorry. I've
done all I can. Your daughter is dying”

How would you respond? “God, this is hard to bear. Please
give me eyes to see from your perspective. Take my despair
and turn it into joy”” Or would you say, “God, why are you
doing this to my family; what has this little girl done to
deserve this?” Even born-again Christians struggle with
pain and suffering.

But what if you had never placed your personal faith in
Jesus Christ? Would you be more inclined to cry out, “What
kind of God are you? This is all your fault. I'm not sure I
can still believe you exist.”

That was Darwin’s situation. He was 42 years old. His
10-year-old daughter, Annie, who had developed such a
strong emotional connection with him, the joy of his life,
lay dying. Her physical trauma hadn't appeared suddenly.
Less than a year earlier, she developed a stomach illness
like the one that had plagued him for 12 years. But hers
was more severe, more feverish, came more often, and
lasted longer. Likewise, doctors were puzzled by its cause.
He took her to the health retreat where he had received the
most help, but she found no relief.

At the end he stayed close at her side, at times relapsing
into his own illness. After days of writhing with agony,
she wasted away and passed into a coma before slipping
irretrievably from her sobbing father.

Darwin’s Personal Struggle with Evil « 15



Darwin’s faith was not in Jesus Christ but only in what

he could see, touch, and understand. Perhaps more than
any other scientist of his time, this hurting father came

to understand the evil that really exists in the natural
world—"red in tooth and claw” as the poet Lord Tennyson
described it. The death of Annie just made the evil touch
him personally. As far as we know, it also made him turn
away from God once and for all.

Just how profoundly he came to reject God is evident from
this private message to his family, penned late in life and
intended to be read after his death: “I can indeed hardly
see how anyone ought to wish Christianity to be true; for
if so the plain language of the text seems to show that the
men who do not believe, and this would include my father,
brother and almost all my best friends, will be everlastingly
punished. And this is a damnable doctrine” Apparently,
he understood the New Testament doctrine of salvation
through the substitutionary death of Christ but did not
believe it.

The blame for his turning away must fall partly on the
church and the theologians and scientists who, decades
before Annie’s death, had already given up a biblical view
of history. Adam’s fall and the flood no longer had meaning
as real events that shaped our world. The church foolishly
explained that God created parasites to prod men to clean-
liness and created mice to feed cats. The cat’s capture of a
mouse makes both the cat and the mouse “happy.”

Without the Bible’s explanation that Adam'’s sin brought
death and a curse on the world, there is no satisfying
answer to why evil exists. We also have no logical foun-
dation to explain why Jesus needed to come to earth as a
divine “second Adam” to defeat death (Romans 5:12-14;

1 Corinthians 15:44-49). The church failed to give Darwin
a satisfying answer for the sight of a snake devouring a
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fallen baby bird or the pain of losing his daughter. Those
in the church who claimed that God brought Adam’s “very
good” world into existence through millions of years of
death and suffering made God out to be an ogre and a liar.

Darwin simply was unable to resolve suffering and death
with a God who is good, just, and merciful. For him, the
“Creator” was distant, caring little whether the world was
very good or very bad. Rejecting the biblical view, he rea-
soned that death and suffering were integral to operation
of the present world and had always existed.

Darwin proposed a new natural law—natural selection—
which assumed that death has operated from the begin-
ning. With this naturalistic, impersonal force of natural
selection, he found a substitute for the God of the Bible,
who is the Creator of all life-forms, the eternal Judge of sin,
and the only possible Redeemer of fallen mankind and our
corrupted world.

Darwin'’s Personal Struggle with Evil « 17
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Darwin—Unwittingly
a “Creationist”
by Dr. Jason Lisle

Evolutionists often attempt to use observational science—
arguments from biology, paleontology, geology, or even
astronomy—to support their belief. But the really interest-
ing thing is that they base all their arguments on principles
that ultimately come from biblical creation! As strange as

it may sound, evolutionists must unwittingly assume that
creation is true in order to argue against it. That means that
Darwin was (in a sense) a “creationist.” All evolutionists
must borrow the principles of biblical creation in order to do
science (even though they would deny this). Here is why.

The Bible Provides the Foundation
for an Orderly Universe

To do science, certain things must be true. The uni-

verse must be logical and have some organization to it.
Moreover, the human mind must be capable of rational
thought—capable of considering the various alternatives
and then choosing the best. But if evolution were true, then
we would have no reason to expect either of these condi-
tions. If this world were nothing but a cosmic accident, if
our brains were nothing but rearranged pond scum, then
why would they be able to understand the universe?

On the other hand, a biblical creationist has every reason
to expect scientific inquiry to be possible. The Bible
teaches that God made the universe and the human mind,
so we would expect these two things to “go together”
Moreover, since God gave Adam the responsibility to care
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for creation, it makes sense that he would have given
Adam the ability to understand the natural world.

The Bible Is the Foundation for Logic

Logical reasoning itself only makes sense in a biblical
worldview. To make a logical argument about anything, we
have to use laws of logic. But if the universe is just matter
in motion (as many evolutionists believe), laws of logic
wouldn't exist since laws of logic are not made of matter.
Laws of logic are “rules” that help us distinguish correct
from incorrect forms of reasoning. But in an evolutionary
universe, why should there be a standard for reasoning,
and who is to say what that standard is? How could we
ever really know for certain the laws of logic?

In the biblical creation worldview, however, laws of logic
make sense. They reflect the thinking of God who upholds
the entire universe by his power. God is our standard for
correct thinking because all truth is in him. We can know
about laws of logic because God has made us in his image
and has revealed some of his thoughts to us in his Word.
We can expect laws of logic to be universally true and
never change because they stem from the nature of God.
So, when evolutionists such as Charles Darwin attempt

to use science and logic, they reveal the fact that in their
heart of hearts they know the God of creation.

The Bible Makes Sense of Rules of Behavior

Additionally, evolutionists believe in a moral code: a stan-
dard for how we should think and behave. But the idea of
a moral code goes back to biblical creation. Since God has
created us, he has the right to set the rules of behavior. In
fact, the Bible tells us that the law is written on our hearts.
However, if people were just complex chemicals and

our decisions were just chemical reactions, then people
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