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Remember: “Give and it will be given to you: good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
and running over will be put into your 
bosom. For with the same measure that 
you use, it will be measured back to you” 
(Luke 6:38).

Reflect: “What do your offerings say about 
your heart levels of gratitude and love 
for God? What does your spending say 
about what’s truly important on this 
earth?” — Robert Morris6

Pray: That God will make you a joyful giver 
to His Kingdom causes.

Act: Where is the Holy Spirit directing you 
to invest for Christ’s Kingdom today?
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Money: Trap or Tool?

Money is one of the greatest tools on earth. It gives options. It 
gets things accomplished. Money is trapped energy in folded 
form. It has the power to do enormous good in the lives of 

others. When rightly managed, it can help a household run smooth-
ly and a business operate well. Money, when used as a tool for bless-
ing, can add dignity, value, and opportunities to people’s lives. When 
misused, money can have devastating effects. The Bible says the love 
of money is the root cause of all kinds of evil practices.1 At the heart 
of the drug industry is money. The root of the porn business is mon-
ey. Prostitution, gambling, you name it — it’s about money.

As Christians, the money God entrusts to us is intended to be 
used as a tool to glorify Him. But if money is a tool, then why do 
some have so much more than others?

It’s important to understand our primary calling in life. Once 
we know what lane to drive in, we need to stay in our lane. Not 
all of us are called to be CEOs or high-level managers. Some are 
called to lead from the middle of the pack, or even from the lower 
rung. It really doesn’t matter our occupational position as long as 

God’s call on our lives is our 
primary focus. When we’re 
tuned in to His purposes be-
ing accomplished through us, 
it directly affects our voca-
tion, relationships, and time 
management.

Our checkbooks are not 
just a record of our 
financial transactions; 
they are a diary of our 
priorities.
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God has already promised to meet our every need.2 He prom-
ises to more than take care of us in the way of food, shelter, clothes, 
and emotional needs. None of us should want in any of those areas.3 
But He wants to bless us far beyond the basic provisions of life. 
When looking at things strictly from a financial perspective, it may 
be that the level of financial blessings in our lives is directly linked 
to our specific callings. Not everyone needs millions of dollars to 
accomplish God’s will and plans for his life. Some people will need 
millions and some will require billions to carry out God’s assign-
ment for them. We need to mature to the point of understanding 
that money is simply a tool. It is not a measuring stick of success, 
significance, or personal worth. There are those who teach that 
wealth is a sign of God’s blessing and therefore (in their minds) a 
part of godliness. But in fact, Scripture warns us to withdraw from 
those who equate gain with godliness.4 Some of the most Christ-
honoring, productive people in the Kingdom of God are “poor” by 
the world’s standards.5 In eternity they will have a great reward. If 
you have been given much in the realm of finances, accept it with 
humility, responsibility, stewardship, generosity, and a sobering re-
alization that it all came from God.6 Also, it can all take wings and 
fly away.7 If you find yourself with modest financial provision, you 
should thank God and seek to be a great steward of what you have. 
If you find yourself in need of money, you need to go back to the 
basics and claim the promises of God.

Jesus was specific about where our treasure should be. He 
taught, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth.” Then He 
told us why — because they have a short shelf life. Concerning 
earthly treasures, “moth and rust destroy and . . . thieves break in and 
steal.” Instead, Jesus said to “lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break 
in and steal.”

Then He went on to give this extremely important life prin-
ciple: “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 8 His 
point is clear: If you need a change of heart, you need to redirect 
your assets. Put your money where your heart ought to be. You see, 
our checkbooks are not just a record of our financial transactions; 
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they are a diary of our priorities. As God gives you clear vision 
and direction for your life and business, the amount of money 
necessary for the task will become clearer. If you need more tools 
for the task, ask for them. God is a giver. And ask for wisdom and 
guidance to be an honorable steward of what you already have. 
As we prove ourselves faithful stewards, we will be entrusted with 
more tools!

Remember: “For the love of money is a root of all kinds 
of evil” (1 Timothy 6:10).

Reflect: “When Jesus is your Master, money serves 
you, but if money is your master, you be-
come its slave.” — Rick Warren9

Pray: For God to give you clarity regarding 
your calling and show you how to better 
use money as a tool to accomplish His 
purposes.

Act: Your money is a tool to be used for God’s 
glory. Use this tool today to glorify God, 
meet human needs, and help fulfill your 
calling.
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