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Introduction
A Challenge to Parents

The society in which we live today is a hectic one with
demands that can shake the “average” American family
apart at the seams or have it in a constant state of chaos.
Financial pressures alone often force both parents to work,
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thus shortchanging the quality time that parents want and
need to have with their children in the home.
Therefore, the decision to homeschool in a society such
as ours is a serious one that every member of the family needs
to consider. Homeschooling on the parents’ part requires setting priorities that the average person sees as strange, ridiculously demanding, or at best, frivolous. Children who homeschool must learn in an atmosphere different from any other
“school” they have ever attended. Yet, increasingly more parents, Christian and non-Christian, are coming to the conclusion that homeschooling might be what their children need
to succeed academically in the demanding world in which
we live.
In addition to the concern for academic excellence, many
Christian families believe that God has delegated to them the
authority and responsibility to teach their children. Christian
parents who hold this conviction believe that teaching their
children at home is a mandate from God, not a choice. They
hold to Bible verses such as the following, which they feel
clearly dictate what the parent/child relationship should be:
1. “And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.
And these words, which I command thee this day,
shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them
diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou

2. “Lo, children are an heritage of the L, and the
fruit of the womb is his reward. As arrows are in
the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the
youth” (Ps. 127: 3-4; KJV).
3. “And ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath,
but bring them up in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4; KJV).
Perhaps you are a Christian parent who is considering homeschooling your child because you see needs in the child’s
life that only an education at home can address. However, a
parent who makes the decision to homeschool must come to
terms with the demands of this unique academic approach.
The decision to homeschool is a life-changing one for every
single member of the family.
The first question you need to answer is your reason for
wanting to homeschool. Homeschooling because you are angry at your public school system or because your child doesn’t
like the teacher(s) is often the wrong motive. Also, your decision to homeschool because your neighbor or relative does is
no reason to take such a big step, or risk, with your child’s academic future. Without a strong resolve based on a strong faith
in God, your desire to homeschool will wane as such a weak
reason fades into the sunset as the weeks and months roll by.
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walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up” (Deut. 6:5–7; KJV).
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Skeptics ask why any parent would choose to invest so
much time, and possibly hundreds of dollars each year, in
a homeschool program when public education is free. And
what happens, they say, to the resolve of that homeschooling
family if, by the end of October, every member of the family
has decided that homeschooling really isn’t that much fun
and that Junior should pack his Twinkies in his backpack and
pile into the school bus again? Is homeschooling really such
a good idea?
Homeschooling, following the proper and tested procedures, is a rewarding experience that develops well-rounded
and happy children. Parents find their children bond with
them and other siblings in a way that usually doesn’t occur
when the children attend school outside the home. With the
parents’ daily reinforcement of biblical principles, morals,
and ideals, the children, including teenagers, develop their
own set of values that are in complete agreement with what
the parents believe.
Every year, over a million and a half children are homeschooled in this country by parents who have strong convictions to have complete control over what their children
learn.1 Those parents are committed “educators,” teaching
their children with firm resolve, even on bad days when Fido
has eaten the homework or Junior says he hates everything,
sticks out his tongue, and locks himself in the bathroom for
three hours. And when the bad days seem to outnumber the
good ones, those parents who have made a firm commitment to homeschool do not quit. Long before the first page
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of the first book has ever
been opened on the first day
of school, they have made a
“no turning back” decision
to homeschool, and to do it
legally and effectively. They strive for
excellence and they achieve it!
But what about you? Do you see the need to homeschool?
Do your children want to homeschool? Only you and your
family can answer these questions.
To help you decide if homeschooling is for you, this preface poses a short list of thought-provoking questions to consider. As you evaluate the pros and cons of homeschooling,
the following questions may help you make one of the most
important decisions you and your family have ever made:
1. Do I believe that God wants me to homeschool my
children?
2. How concerned am I about the academic welfare of
my child?
3. Do I have a determination that will weather those
bad days when I can’t see anything happening in
my child’s life except frustration?
4. Do I have the financial means to provide a good
homeschool program?
5. What are my reasons for wanting to homeschool?
6. Do my children want to homeschool? Why? Why not?

1. _____ I have religious convictions contrary to the
philosophy of the schools.
2. _____ I believe that the schools do not have high
standards of academics, discipline, or morality.
3. _____ My child has special needs that the schools cannot address (advanced learner or struggling student).
4. _____ I believe that homeschooling affords the
best educational venue to meet my child’s academic needs and develop his/her character to become
a responsible Christian adult and a contributing
member of society.
******************
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If none of these questions have previously crossed your
mind, an open family forum to discuss the answers would
shed great light on your family’s opinion of homeschooling.
What every family also needs is a list of the reasons why homeschooling is a good idea.
Following is a short list of reasons why the majority of
homeschooling families have decided to educate their children at home. As you analyze the list and decide to homeschool, you and your child(ren) may choose to sign on the
dotted line of the “Family Commitment to Homeschool” on
page 14, thus sealing the commitment to each other to tackle
the enormous academic challenge that lies before you:
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OUR FAMILY COMMITMENT TO HOMESCHOOL
We, __________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
are committed to homeschooling. We firmly believe it is the best
academic program available for our family. We will not quit.
Date: _________________________________________
******************

Endnotes
1. Home School Legal Defense Association. www.hslda.org.
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Congratulations! You and your family have made the first
and most important decision concerning homeschooling.
You have decided to do it.
But I’m sure, as you evaluate the major step you are about
to take, you are already asking, “What do I do now?”
The book in your hands will answer that question. In its
streamlined format, the manual presents a step-by-step approach to help you organize and administrate the best homeschool program available for your child(ren) today.
I suggest that you work through the following pages in
the order in which they are presented. Then complete each
objective and record the date when you complete each task.
When you have worked your way through the entire manual,
you will have organized and administered a legal and effective
full year of homeschooling, one of which your entire family
will be proud.
So turn the page. You are about to launch your family
into the academic adventure of a lifetime that every member
will enjoy and cherish. Let’s get going!

